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By AYESHA AJAZ
Staff Writer
A 76-year old visiting woman was hurled to
the ground when pushed by the revolving doors
outside the library building on 25th Street on
Friday. Maria Stark was accompanying her
granddaughter, Vicky Paloukis, who was here
to register for the summer semester.
Stark lay on the ground directly in front of the
doors as security radioed for an ambulance. As
a result of the fall, her forehead above her left
eyebrow was badly scratched and was swollen.
Caretakers attempted to engage her in conver-
sation in case she suffered a concussion. 
According to her, she might have fallen head-
long onto the sidewalk. Her left hand was
scratched raw but she was more concerned
about her legs because she was also arthritic.
She was, however, in a better condition than
she feared, and with the aid of paramedics,
Stark walked into the ambulance.
Baruch students who were present at the
scene of the accident were cooperative. Stark
sent out a plea to patrons of the building to be
more careful and cautious when using the
revolving doors. 
Those who enter and exit the Vertical Campus
should be aware of the disability access doors
situated alongside the revolving doors.
Revolving doors may be difficult to maneuver
for some, and thus these alternate doors may be
more useful. 
Baruch’s students and other people entering
or exiting the doors should heed caution when
using the doors, and stand clear of them upon
stepping out of them so that the person behind
them has ample space to step out as well. 
It is advised that all patrons using the build-
ing look carefully at those around them in order
to precent future mishaps.
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NYPD Commissioner Raymond Kelly has
been taking some flak lately, with accusations
of racism and the bold move of coming out and
admitting that the Feb. 24 shooting of an
unarmed Brooklyn team was a mistake. The
police union has called for him to resign, and
he’s been dealing with rumors about closing
Penn Station during the Republican National
Convention this summer, although he calmed
everyone’s fears on Wednesday when he said
straight out, “We will not be closing Penn
Station.”
Kelly visited Baruch, with much fanfare, to
talk at a Public Policy Breakfast, discussing
security challenges for New York City. He was
a guest of the School of Public Affairs.  New
York Times reporter Diane Cardwell acted as
moderator, but also took notes.
The main focus of the talk was the progress
of the police in counterterrorism measures after
September 11. The NYPD now has a separate
counterterrorism bureau, and the number of
detectives specializing in the area has jumped
See POLICE, Page 4





New York City Police Commissioner Ray Kelly spoke at Baruch on Wednesday, April 29,
2004. (Photo/ www.aliciapatterson.com)  
By AMY GOLDSTEIN
Queens College- The Knight News
Heads up, current CUNY students: incoming
freshmen are reportedly performing better on
standardized exams.
SAT scores for incoming freshmen at Baruch,
Brooklyn, City, Hunter amd Queens colleges,
which are CUNY’s “Tier 1” colleges, now aver-
age at 1111. That figure is 85 points higher than
the national mean SAT score, which was 1026
in 2003. The mean SAT score for incoming
CUNY Tier 1 freshmen in 1995 was 943.
Freshmen are also doing better on Regents
exams. The class that entered CUNY in 1995
scored an average of 75.1 on the English exam
and 79.2 in math; the latest class to enter scored
85.3 in English and 82.9 in math.
The number of total high school credits taken
(including English and math credits) is steadily
rising, and students are entering college with
better high school grade point averages as well. 
“The students are coming in much better pre-
pared,” said University Chancellor Matthew
Goldstein. He praised the students as well as
faculty and staff for setting the higher stan-
dards. 
More students have remained in CUNY after
their first year, and the average freshman grade
point average is now at a seven-year high.
Nearly 85 percent of freshmen who were
enrolled at a Tier 1 college in Fall 2001 contin-
ued their study the following year, which is 6
percent more than freshmen who began enroll-
ment six years earlier. In addition, the average
number of credits earned increased as well. 
The better preparedness of incoming CUNY
students comes at a rather opportune time:
Incoming CUNY
Students Perform
Best on Exams in
Eight Years
See CUNY, Page 5
By AARON SIEGEL
News Editor
In the past two years, Baruch College’s enroll-
ment has dropped by almost 800 students from
approximately 15,900 in fall 2001. Since,
administrators have come up with creative
ways to increase enrollment and bring the
brightest minds into the school in the years
ahead.
Director of Admissions James Murphy
announced that the new Baruch Scholars pro-
gram will be instituted at the beginning of the
Fall 2004 semester. The program will accept
200 of the top high school graduates who apply
to Baruch, with 50 to 100 expected to attend.
The program, sponsored by Baruch, unlike
others sponsored by CUNY, will not offer stu-
dents laptops, but will offer honors classes and
require students to maintain a 3.25 GPA in order
to remain in the program.  
“This year we had a great bunch of applicants
with 1400 SATs,” said Murphy.”
The program will offer students more than the
$725 per semester that the Peter Vallone schol-
arship offers and guarantees that at least half of
tuition will be paid for.
Currently, the enrollment at Baruch College
sits at approximately 15,100.  Murphy aims to
increase it to 15,200 to 15,300 starting next fall.
Elderly woman Maria Stark is helped by paramedics at the entrance to the Vertical Campus
after falling in one of the revolving doors. (Photo/ Ayesha Ajaz)
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The Weissman Center for International
Business hosted a memorial service to honor
the memory of the late Dr. Richard Brody,
director of the study abroad program at Baruch
College.  Brody passed away on March 3, 2004
after losing his long struggle against cancer.
Friends and family of Brody gathered at the
Newman Conference Center on April 27, and
talked about their relationship and experience
with the much-adored director.
Terrance Martell, director of the Weissman
Center, conducted the memorial, commencing
with his own experience with Brody. Martell
said that although he was distraught over
Brody’s passing away, he realizes that they
must not feel so, because they are in fact cele-
brating the life of a positive and happy person.
Brody attempted to do the impossible, said
Martell, by trying to maintain a one-on-one
communication with 15,000 students. Martell
believed that the resulting frustration brought
him to his downfall.
Martell called Brody and the study abroad
program “a marriage made in heaven.”  He
elaborated on the methodology of Brody’s
work as he built the program from a mere
strength of nine students to 15,000. Brody
believed that he was here to serve students. And
serve them he did. 
According to Martell, Harvard University is
now emphasizing a more vast study abroad pro-
gram, something that Brody foresaw long ago
and established at Baruch College.
Other speakers included Ron Aaron, vice
president for Student Development; David
Wilson, associate director Baruch Honors
Program; professor Wayne Finke, professor of
Spanish language and Comparative literature;
Dr. Angela Anselmo, director SEEK program
and David Dannenbring, Baruch College
provost to speak about their experiences with
Brody.
Students from the study abroad program also
spoke up including Frank John Corigliano and
James Thompson about how much Brody guid-
ed them as they sought counseling. Also pres-
ent were Shop of Style president Kate
Rabayeva and Anna Digilova and Baruch alum
Yan Lee. Digilova presented a souvenir as an
appreciation of his help in starting the club
S.O.S. Karen Brody, the late Brody’s wife. 
Brody was lauded for his efforts and dedica-
tion to the college and related their personal
observations of his personality and presence in
the school. 
Wilson, before being Brody’s colleague was
his friend through Brody’s wife. Wilson joined
Baruch upon Brody’s request, although work-
ing with college students was a task that was
highly unthinkable for him. 
He also learned from Brody, that his job was
to serve students and related incidents when
Brody would leave an administrative meeting
to spend time with a student and work out their
problems. Another thing that he learned from
Brody was to “have a sense of adventure and
fun about work.” Wilson related how Brody
encouraged him to look for firms that had never
recruited students from Baruch College. For the
next six months, Wilson and Brody contacted
many firms and were successful in getting Ford
Motor Companies to visit Baruch College and
recruit students. Later, Wilson remembers, a
representative from the Ford company said,
“Baruch students are the best-kept secret in the
nation.”
Anselmo announced that the SEEK program
will be honoring one of their students with a
scholarship to pay their costs in one of the
study abroad programs at an upcoming award
ceremony.
“Richard will be remembered. He contributed
so much to our students,” said Anselmo. “We
are honoring him through this scholarship not
just for what he’s done- for what he’s con-
tributed but how he’s done it for us.” 
“I think how he worked with students is real-
ly a tribute to his very beautiful soul and lumi-
nous spirit,” she added. She also narrated a
poem that she wrote and dedicated to Brody
titled “The Legacy.”
David Dannenbring spoke last in the memo-
rial and related his experience with Brody when
he was associate dean. Brody spent a lot of time
explaining how to work with student, preparing
their CVs, and spending a lot of time with
them.
“And you could just tell from the way he
described it that this was to him not a chore,
this was something he really looked forward to,
he liked working with students,” said
Dannenbring. There was, he said, “a general
feeling that this is the kind of person that you
just like. I never saw him lose his temper. He
was always calm and cool.”
“I valued him being here and I wish that we
had more people like him,” he added.
In the end Karen Brody thanked everyone who
attended on behalf of her family and friends of
her late husband. She said that the hard time
that the family is going through was somewhat
alleviated when she heard how blessed Brody
was to have been working in a place where his
commitment was so much appreciated.
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The 60th Mitsui Lunch-Time Forum was
held on Wed. April 28 and addressed the fol-
lowing question “Economic Development:
Does Democracy Matter?” This event was
made possible by the Weissman Center for
International Business and Mitsui & Company.
The three speakers at the forum came from
different backgrounds and had opposing views
as to whether democracy was necessary for
economic growth or vice versa. However they
all converged to the same point – that there is
no clear-cut formula to measure the relation-
ship between the two.
The first speaker, Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, the
director and lead author of the Human
Development Report of the United Nations
Development Programme, argued that, “there
isn’t a strong relationship between democracy
and economic growth.” 
“The notion of development is not just about
economics,” said Fukuda-Parr, but it is also
about the improvement and development of
human life. She revealed that the Human
Development Index first came about in 1990, in
response to the increases and decreases in gen-
eral income. But Fukuda-Parr said we must rec-
ognize that this is not the only measure for
development. To address the issue of democra-
cy, Fukuda-Parr said that we must not put its
definition in a vacuum and said that democracy
is usually measured by free elections, but
democracy is much more than that.
Fukuda-Parr said that democracy also con-
sists of social, political, civil, and cultural
rights. 
A country “must have the full range of demo-
cratic principles,”she said. “Elections is a sim-
plistic generalization of democracy.” “The
most important question is whether democracy
is being expanded or not?” 
Fukuda-Parr looked into the spread of
democracy during the 1980s and following the
Cold War, “many dictatorships were toppled.”
What happened was “a replacement of authori-
tarian regimes with democratic regimes,” said
Fukuda-Parr. To put this further into context,
she added that out of the 81 countries that took
steps toward democratization, only 47 of those
are now fully democratic, and 61 don’t have a
free press.
“I’ve worked in Africa for a long time,” said
Fukuda-Parr. “Democracy has failed them,” she
added in reference to Africa, and Latin
America. After the authoritarian regimes were
overthrown, “there has been an increase in
poverty and economic decline,” said Fukuda-
Parr. The 1990s, she said, marked a time of
great democratic expansion, but at the same
time, a failure to improve conditions. She
added that these economic conditions could
make it easy for authoritarian regimes to return.  
“The major challenge for the world is to pro-
vide both democracy and economic growth,”
said Fukuda-Parr. There are many benefits of
democracy that should not be neglected. In a
democratic system, “governments can act in the
interests of the people and they have a greater
incentive to deliver,” said Fukuda-Parr. “The
real challenge today is that democracy has
coincided with poverty,” she added. “What is
necessary is to deepen democracy,” she said.
Democracy should not be based only on free
elections but on “all levels of
accountability.”Fukuda-Parr then presented a
Three Point Agenda for the deepening of
d e m o c r a c y. The first was the “spread and
reform of democratic institutions.” Secondly,
“the spread of democratic politics” or “engage-
ment of the people.” And lastly, “the spread of
global democracy,” for example a press, free
from government and corporate control. 
Terrence Martell, the director of the
Weissman Center, presented the next speaker,
Shiv Mehta, the Senior Vice President of ING
Investment Management. “Shiv Mehta brings a
truly international perspective to this forum,”
said Martell, adding that Mehta has lived in
New York, London, Honk Kong, India and has
previously held high positions at CreditSuisse,
JP Morgan, HSBC, and other prominent com-
panies. “I believe there is a strong connection
between democracy and economic growth,”
said Martell and was hoping that Mehta would
present a more favorable view.
Shiv Mehta based his argument on a series of
hypotheses. Some of these were: “Democracy
actually contributes to development (or vice
versa). There is cause and effect. Markets and
investors prefer democracy.” And also that,
“democracy creates institutions which directly
or indirectly lead to development and wealth.”
Mehta said that there is “not a causal but an
indirect link.” To answer the question whether
democratic countries  develop faster, he
brought up three examples. One was the “Asian
Tigers,” in which there was “fast growth, but
development preceded democracy.” The sec-
ond example was India – “democratic, but
slower growth, yet more stable.” And lastly,
China, in which there was “a miracle of
growth.” Another question that Mehta posed
was: “Does wealth sustain democracy?” He
said that the answer is possibly, yes. “Maybe
wealth helps sustain democracy, but there is no
direct link,” he added. Mehta said that the
widespread idea is that markets love democra-
cy. However, he added, markets don’t respond
well to democratic institutions, such as labor
unions and coalition politics. “Markets them-
selves are not democratic,” Mehta continued.
Mehta said that, “markets like economic free-
dom, regulatory supervision, judicial protec-
tion, infrastructure and they dislike corruption,
populism, militant labor, and unstable govern-
ments.” Mehta said: “As long as markets get
what they like from democracy and don’t get
what they don’t like, markets love democracy.”
After posing and testing his hypotheses, he
added: “in conclusion, the data is inconclu-
sive.”   
The last speaker was a Baruch professor of
management, Moshe Banai. “He is an expert in
cross-cultural research,” said Martell.
“We’ve been looking at the relationship
between democracy and economic develop-
ment in the framework of nations and in the
framework of markets,” began professor Banai.
“I’d like to analyze it in the framework of peo-
ple,” he continued. Moshe Banai addressed the
importance of culture and its effects on democ-
racy and economic growth. He presented a
study of on the dimensions of culture and their
correlation to political rights, civil liberties,
freedom, democracy, corruption, and risk.
Professor Banai emphasized the effects of two
such dimensions – individualism and on the
other hand, in-group collectivism. The former,
he said, tends to lead to democracy. “The more
money you have, the more you have to lose,
and the more likely you are to seek institutions
to protect your wealth,” said Banai.
One question that was posed to the speakers
was: “what can be done in terms of public pol-
icy?”
Shiv Mehta answered this by saying that “the
U.S. is doing everything right. Globalization
truly is development.” It is a way to expand
wealth, there is statistical evidence of this, he
added.
George Weissman, the founder of the
Weissman Institute for International Business,
asked, “can any of you relate this to what we’re
doing in Iraq?”
There was widespread disparity on this issue
among the speakers. Fukuda-Parr said that
“democracy can be imported, but it can’t be
exported.” But, what is important is to get the
political structure there, right, she added. 
“Should we be in Iraq? Yes, we have to pro-
tect ourselves. But can we make Iraq democrat-
ic? Never,” stressed professor Banai. He said
this is due to the fact that Muslim nations don’t
lend easily to a democratic type of government.
The only exception to this is Turkey.
Mehta disagreed and mentioned that we
exported democracy to Europe and to Japan
after wars. “It took a long time, but it worked
there, and it can work in Iraq,” he said.
“It’s important to at least try,” said  Martell.
“We have to keep democracy on the forefront
of our thinking,” he added. “In my opinion, the
best economic result can come out of a demo-
cratic environment.”   
Business  Lunch Discusses  Democracy 
and Economic  Development
David Wilson stands below a tribute to the late Dr. Richard Brody, shown on an overhead
projector in the Newman Conference Center. (Photo/ Aaron Siegel)
Baruch Community Pays Tribute to Dr. Richard Brody
B A R U C H COLLEGE, NY - The Newman
Library announces the launch of new services
designed to provide state-of-the-art technology
support to the research activities of the nearly
2,500 Master’s-level students in the Zicklin
School of Business, the Weissman School of
Arts and Sciences, and the School of Public
Affairs, and the approximately 100 Ph.D candi-
dates in business and organizational psycholo-
gy. The new services include: Graduate Student
Workstations; the Graduate Consultation Lan;
and the Graduate Student Network Domain. 
“The new services will change the way grad-
uate students do their research at Baruch
College,” said Jerry Bornstein, gradute services
coordinator for the Newman Library. “Students
will be able to access and use research informa-
tion more efficiently and effectively wuth the
new services.” These technology improvements
were made possible by an $80,000 grant from
C U N Y ’s Graduate Research Te c h n o l o g y
Initiative.
To ensure that graduate students can effi-
ciently access the necessary tools for research,
12 Graduate Student Workstations, accessible
by graduate student account log-on, have been
deployed in carrels on the third, fourth and fifth
floors of the library. The machines are located
on the 25th Street side of the building, over-
looking the Vertical Campus, and are marked
“Graduate Student Workstation.” The worksta-
tions will have access to all library research
resources as well as Microsoft Office, Internet
Explorer, and other software installed specifi-
cally to meet graduate student research needs.
The Graduate Consultation Lab, equipped
with four workstations, a high-speed color
scanner, and color printer, has been established
in Room 445 in the Newman Library. This lab
will be reserved for consultations or small
group instruction sessions, which previously
had taken place in cramped office space. The
lab will provide a much-needed venue where
library specialists can help students working on
major research assignments, capstone projects,
theses, and dissertations, develop eff e c t i v e
research strategies and learn sophisticated
search protocols in specialized databases.
The Graduate Network Domain will provide
each graduate student with 150 megabytes of
storage on the library’s “grad” server, to which
they download and save research data.
A guide sheet on how to log on and use the net-
work domain is available on the Graduate
Services page on the Newman Library website,
or at the reference desk.
For further information contact Professor
Jerry Bornstein at 646-312-1615 or
Jerry_Bornstein@baruch.cuny.edu.
B A R U C H COLLEGE, NY -- The Baruch
College Alumni Association is pleased to
announce that Professor Roslyn Bernstein is the
recipient of this year’s Faculty Service Award
in recognition of her distinguished contribu-
tions to Baruch College during the past 30
years. A formal presentation will be held during
BCAA’s annual meeting on June 9.
Roslyn Bernstein is the founder of the
Journalism and Business Journalism programs,
which she directed for 15 years. She is also the
publisher and founder of Dollars and $ense, the
Baruch College business review, and is the
director of the Sidney Harman Wr i t e r- i n -
Residence Program at the College. Since it was
created in the fall of 1998, the Harman
Residency has brought 12 distinguished writers
to campus including Edward Albee, To n y
Kushner, Paul Auster, John Edgar Wideman,
Philip Gourevitch, Anita Desai, Ye h u d a
Amichai, and Colum McCann. The program
has also awarded student creative writing prizes
each semester as well as a fall literary intern-
ship at “Poets & Writers” magazine.
During her career as a journalist, Bernstein
has written about education, media and the arts,
including features on funding for the arts and
corporate art collections, stories on non-profits
and start-ups, and profiles of individual artists,
educators and business leaders. She has report-
ed from the United States, Eastern Europe,
Israel, and China, and her work has appeared in
“The New York Times,” “Newsday,” “The
Village Voice,” “New York,” “Parents,”
“Artnew”s and the “Columbia Journalism
Review.” 
Professor Bernstein closely follows New York
City business growth and neighborhood eco-
nomic development. Her teaching interests
include journalistic writing, media ethics, fea-
ture article writing, covering New York City
business, and covering the business of arts and
culture. A recipient of Baruch’s Distinguished
Teaching and Service awards, Bernstein is a
graduate of Brandeis and holds a Ph.D. in
English from N.Y.U. As a faculty fellow in
Baruch College’s Office of College
Advancement, she helped create the literature
and wrote proposals for The Campaign for
Baruch, a fund raising initiative that has raised
millions for the College. 
During her 30 years at Baruch College,
Bernstein served as the adviser to “The Ticker,”
the student newspaper, ran the Reuters
Journalism Lecture Series, and was an active
member of numerous committees including the
Vertical Campus Art Committee, the College
Personnel and Budget Committee, and the
English Department Curriculum Committee.
For further information, contact the Baruch




Over 100 students and faculty gathered on
Tuesday, April 27, to listen to the inspiring
words of the Honorable Benedita da Silva, one
of Brazil’s most renowned political figures.  In
a lecture titled, “Women and Children in Brazil
…and Beyond,” da Silva offered a history on
the state of Brazil’s poorest citizens: blacks,
women and children – their struggles and their
triumphs.
One of the words that comes to mind when
describing the nature of her lecture, which
mirrored her political drive is passion.  Despite
the fact that da Silva needed an English transla-
tor, the emotion she conveyed when speaking
about her work made it easy for the audience to
understand the serious nature of her words.
By simply listening to Senorita da Silva’s per-
sonal story of success, the origins her motiva-
tion could be easily seen.
As a community activist and organizer, da
Silva began her political career in 1982 when
she became the first Afro-Brazilian woman to
be elected by the Partido de Trabajadores to the
City Council in Rio.  She continued making
history as her career in politics steadily grew,
allowing her to serve as federal deputy to Rio
de Janeiro’s House of Representatives in 1986,
federal senator in 1994, vice governor in 1996,
governor in 2002, and finally, minister of social
assistance and welfare in the Cabinet of
President Lula da Silva.
But da Silva’s journey to success was not
easy.  During her lecture, she shared with the
audience her own struggle.
Born in the slums of Rio de Janeiro, da Silva
grew up as one of 16 children, whose parents
escaped the harsh slavery of the Brazilian plan-
tation. 
At age 10, da Silva finished her grammar
school education and was not able to return
until age 40.
She finished high school and today, at the age
of 62, she holds two college degrees.
Da Silva said that now that the problem of slav-
ery has been subdued, Brazil’s new problem is
improving the economy while simultaneously
including women and the black population.
“Brazil cannot grow without including every-
one,” da Silva said, noting the 11 million fami-
lies living below the poverty line.
Da Silva was sure to mention that the educa-
tion system in Brazil is a very good one, pro-
viding quality education to its students, but it
does not allow equal opportunity. And now that
it is beginning to become less discriminatory,
the people are not equipped with the necessary
tools to thrive.
“The education system is open, but the peo-
ple were not prepared to work and function in
it,” she said.
Although the Brazilian education system has
a long way to go, she said, there have been
some improvements.  She noted that the exis-
tence of long-distance learning has helped
tremendously in creating opportunities for
women and blacks to further their education.
During the question-and-answer period of the
lecture, the audience members posed some very
thought-provoking questions.
One audience member compared the black
movement in Brazil to the Civil Rights
Movement in America.  He asked da Silva
about her thoughts on people who have been
granted certain rights and privileges as a result
of past struggles, but fail to take advantage of
them.
“The struggle is a long one,” da Silva
answered. “It’s a process, some will take
advantage of it now, some will take advantage
of it later on.”
The myth of racial democracy, the “whitening
process,” and racial identification, were among
some of the other topics raised at the lecture.
Da Silva encouraged people to unify and
become one in order to create social change.
She ended her lecture with her hopes for the
future of Brazil.
“I want a Brazil for all Brazilians and a Brazil
for foreigners, to come and go as they please
without reservation,” da Silva said.
Hon. Benedita da Silva Shares Her
Experiences With Students
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Services for Graduate Students
BCAA Honors Roslyn Bernstein
With Annual Faculty Award
Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly Comes to Baruch
from 17 to 140. The police department also
now employs 45 certified Arabic, Urdu and
Hindi speakers. Kelly, who was also police
commissioner under Mayor David Dinkins,
commented on the change before and after 9-
11. “The first thing is the size of the organiza-
tion. With all these mergers, it’s much larger
n o w,” he said. There are currently around
36,000 officers in the NYPD, and he hopes to
reach his goal of 37,000 by summer.
Policing is also more expensive. Kelly said
that the force spent approximately $200 million
dollars last year on counterterrorism measures
alone, and argued that the City still needs more.
“It’s sort of business as usual in Washington,”
he said, while explaining the formula that
determines how the $8.5 billion earmarked by
the federal government for security is distrib-
uted. Forty percent is distributed equally
among the 50 states, 40 percent is then distrib-
uted based on population, and the last 20 per-
cent is based on a threat basis. “Before, there
were seven. Now there are 80—50 cities and 30
transportation districts,” he said, referring to
areas now considered to have a real terrorist
threat. Because the number has jumped so
high—unjustifiably according to Kelly—New
York is not getting its fair share, although it is
probably still the No. 1 target for terrorists.
Louisville, Ky., and Fresno, Calif. were two of
the cities he said had no place on the list. “It’s
Washington being Washington I guess,” he
said. “Someone has deemed them to be high-
risk locations, and once you get on the list, it’s
hard to get off,” he said.
The lack of funding, he said, is due to the fact
that the money Washington doles out is sup-
posed to cover equipment, not training, but the
NYPD has been actively engaged in missions
such as Operation Atlas, which involves safe-
guarding tunnels, bridges, landmarks, etc,
against terrorist attacks, and counterterrorism
training. 
A two-day course currently being given in
Brooklyn provides one day of classroom and
one day of field training, including a staged
scenario involving subway cars and training to
use Field Protective Masks, more commonly
called gas masks. About 3,000 officers have
already taken it, and Kelly hopes to get 10,000
officers through, but admits that it is hard to
take officers off the street, because local prob-
lems require their full attention as well. There
are also teams of heavily armed officers, known
as Hercules teams, that are called to random
locations throughout the city, and Samson
Drills, which are also unannounced. The NYPD
also conducts random Train Order Maintenance
Sweeps, or TOMS, where officers get on every
subway car, sometimes with dogs.
Kelly was confident about the City’s ability to
prevent against terrorist attacks, and said that
while it is hard to quantify what, if any, benefit
all this training has had for New York City, he
mentioned the case of Iyman Faris, an Ohio
man who worked with al Qaeda in a plot to sab-
otage the Brooklyn Bridge in 2003. Faris didn’t
go through with the plan after scouting the
location and deciding that it was too well-
guarded. The NYPD currently has 24-hour sur-
veillance and heavily-armed officers at the site.
But in general, he said, “It’s difficult to meas-
ure the effectiveness of what we’re doing.”
Even with difficulty, however, Kelly said that
the training has had a positive impact on the
department, and that some methods learned
have proven useful in fighting crime. “I believe
the subway environment is benefiting from ter-
rorism training,” he said.
In addition to terrorist-related activities, Kelly
talked about local issues, including the rela-
tionship between police and fire departments.
He said that the Mayor is working on a unified
dispatch system to make 911 calls more effi-
cient, so people wouldn’t have to be transferred
to a different department and have to repeat all
the information over again, wasting precious
seconds. The relationship between the NYPD
and the community was also an issue. “We’re
not firefighters. Everyone loves firefighters,”
he said. “We’re often the bearer of bad news,
we give out traffic summonses,” he added.
Kelly has adopted a policy of culpability, say-
ing that owning up to a mistake as soon as pos-
sible will do well to prevent uproars like the
one after the shooting of Amadou Diallo in
1999. So far he has managed to avoid major
problems with the public.
As for the Republican National Convention,
the police will not be closing it, even during the
time that President Bush is there.  But there will
be massive security in place. “It’s our goal to
check every train, physically, with dogs and
police officers before it comes into Penn
Station,” he said. “I don’t know where this
Continued from front
“ We ’ re not fire f i g h t e r s .
Everyone loves firefighters,”
he said. “We’re often the bear -
er of bad news, we give out
traffic summonses.” 
Benedita da Silva, a Brazilian political
activist spoke at Baruch on April 27, 2004.
(Photo/ Aaron Siegel)
“The struggle is a long
one,” da Silva answered.
“It’s a process, some will
take advantage of it now,
some will take advantage
of it later on.”
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INTERNATIONAL
Sharon in Trouble
Recent polls forecasted a defeat for Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in this past week-
end’s Likud Party referendum, which the leader
has made strong ties to.  A negative outcome
could possibly lead to his resignation.  The ref-
erendum, proposed by the Israeli leader, would
withdraw troops and 7,500 settlers in the Gaza
Strip and clear four small settlements in the
West Bank.  Sharon told Israel Radio that a vote
against his plan is a vote against the prime min-
ister. The Israeli leader felt the referendum
defeat would deal a serious blow to the nation’s
economy and weaken relations with the United
States.  It signifies the first time a vote is taking
place in Israel on the land taken during the
1967 Mideast War.  Palestinians would argue
that Sharon is willing to give up his control of
the Gaza to strengthen his grip on much of the
West Bank.  Critics of the prime minister also
believe Sharon proposed the Likud Party
Referendum to draw attention from the two
corruption probes against him.        
Iraqis Optimistic, U.S. Still Hated
A C N N / U S A Today/Gallup Poll conducted
between March 22 and April 9 said that more
than half of Iraqi citizens felt that Iraq would
improve in five years from its present state.  A
majority of those same Arabic and Kurdish
speaking natives interviewed also said they had
a less than favorable opinion of the way the
United States was handling the aftermath of the
War on Iraq.  But 61 percent polled felt the
ouster of former dictator Saddam Hussein was
worth the societal struggles that many of those
once repressed had endured.  Over 80 percent
of respondents believed Hussein should be put
on trial and found guilty of murder, torture and
war crimes.  Regarding the American planned
June 30 transfer of power date to officially give
sovereignty to Iraq, 58 percent agreed the
United Nations should choose a caretaker
panel, while 20 percent would favor a U.S.
appointed Iraqi Governing Council.  
NATIONAL
9/11 Panel Grills Bush and Cheney
Last T h u r s d a y, President Bush and Vi c e
President Dick Cheney met with the 10-mem-
ber commission for three hours in the Oval
Office.  In a stark contrast to the panel’s con-
tentious televised hearings, the session with the
two executive leaders proved to be less tense
and light-hearted at times.  Bush and Cheney
faced questions about the administration’s
response to the events of September 11, the
presidential memorandum that Bush received a
month prior warning that Osama bin Laden was
formulating an attack on the United States, and
the military’s lack of action regarding the 2000
bombing of the USS Cole.  The meeting could
factor into the November presidential elections
as Bush has made terrorism and national secu-
rity his campaign’s top issues to focus on.          
D.C. Abortion Rights March
On Sunday, April 25, hundreds of thousands of
pro-choice advocates congregated on T h e
National Mall and the White House to support
the defense of abortion rights.  It was the
biggest march for those supporting a woman’s
right to choose since 1992. Organizers said
both demonstrations having record turnouts
and occurring in an election year in which a
Democratic nominee, currently Senator John
Kerry and then Bill Clinton, was trying to oust
another Republican incumbent named Bush
was no accident.  Notable politicians who made
their appearances were Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D –
Manhattan), and former Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Howard Dean.  The president of
N A R A L Pro-Choice America, Kate
Michelman, said this year’s Washington march
for abortion rights had been in the works for
several years.  She also said the need for such a
movement became apparent after George W.
Bush became president and Republicans took
control of both the House and the Senate.        
Huge Fuel Spill in San Francisco Bay
According to the Environmental Protection
Agency, an estimated maximum of one million
gallons of diesel fuel resulting from a broken
pipeline was leaked into the San Francisco Bay
last Tuesday.  California environmental offi-
cials said the precise figure that spilled into
Suisun Marsh would be significantly lower
when all was accounted for.  Located about 25
miles northeast of San Francisco, the Suisun
Marsh area is considered by biologists to be the
Sunshine State’s second-largest natural marsh.
It covers 57,000 acres and is populated by as
many as 700,000 birds.      
CITY
RNC to be Secured by NYPD
With what resulted in last month’s Madrid train
bombings by local terrorists, Police
Commissioner Raymond Kelly and the NYPD
have already started plans to secure Penn
Station for this summer’s Republican National
Convention.  An army of counterterrorism cops
will check the 3,000 daily scheduled trains that
travel under Madison Square Garden when
President Bush accepts the GOP nomination on
September 2.  Rather than making the decision
to close the transit hub, the NYPD said bomb-
sniffing dogs will ride the subways to help
deter any threat of terrorist strikes.  Following
the Madrid train bombing incident that killed
191 Spaniards, Kelly sent New York cops over-
seas to gather intelligence for future safeguard-
ing of the city’s transit system.       
Williams Acquitted of Manslaughter
Former New Jersey Nets basketball star Jayson
Williams learned friday that he was acquitted
of the most serious charge against him, aggra-
vated manslaughter. Williams is accused in the
death of his chauffeur, Costas “Gus” Christofi
on Feb. 14, 2002.  As of last Thursday, the
panel of 12 jurors in the Williams trial, with
four alternates on the side, told New Jersey
Supreme Court Judge Edward M. Coleman that
they had come to a verdict on six of the eight
charges, but could not reach a decision on the
remaining two counts.  The 36-year- o l d
Williams could be sentenced to a maximum 55
years in prison if he were to be formally
charged on all eight counts.  Even though
Williams was taken off the hook on
manslaughte charges, which carries a potential
sentence of 30 years, He was found guilty on
four lesser charges related to his attempt to
cover up his role in the shooting.Those charges
carry a maximum penalty of 13 years in prison. 
BUSINESS
Google Stock Market Debut Coming
Last Thursday, Google Inc. officially filed with
the Securities and Exchange Commission to set
the stage for the internet search engine leader to
make its debut as a publicly traded company.
Not since the dot-com bubble burst of 2000 has
there been such a technology buzz over an ini-
tial public offering.  Google has picked two
well-respected investment bankers – Morgan
Stanley and Credit Suisse First Boston – to run
its IPO operation and hopes to raise $2.7 bil-
lion.  Rather than using the conventional IPO
approach of allotting shares to an elite group of
investors, Google will allow for an auction to
determine and set the price when the company
goes public.
Sources: Associated Press, CNN, Daily
News, Newsday




On April 27, 2004 the Undergraduate Student
Government held, its twelfth meeting of the
semester.
President’s Report
President Adrian Lovell spoke with represen-
tatives of the Career Development Center about
the current suggested proposal for an under-
graduate student fee of $25.00 to use career
services. The proposal includes the free use of
the CDC one year after graduation if the stu-
dent was unable to find a job after to gradua-
tion. The fee will apply to all Baruch under-
graduate students per semester. Lovell added
that it would be up to the government to decide
on this issue.
Lovell announced that at last week’s Board
Meeting, a discussion was held on issues
regarding the summer semester. There is a
plan to hold several events over the summer
semester as  has been done in the past. The
student fee for this summer semester will be
$37.00.
Vice President’s Report
Vice President Muhammed Iqbal met with
Health Care Center representatives to discuss
the current budget. There is a total amount of
$2,031 in surplus. The HCC plans to maintain
its current budget and gradually use it on behalf
of Baruch students.
Legislative Affairs
Upper Senator Jody-Ann Graham reported
that CUNY and “The Daily News” will start a
new program called the Citizenship Now pro-
gram. This program is meant to provide stu-
dents and anyone interested with useful advice
regarding U.S. citizenship. For more informa-
tion on this program, students can call (212)
210-1771.
Evening and Part-Time
Upper Senator Ibrahim Lawal reported that
Career Night Week will be held from May 3 to
May 5 from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. Company repre-
sentatives will be present throughout the week.
Academic Affairs
Upper Senator Kevin Baball reported that he
has not received any reply from administrators
regarding a student’s complaint about a profes-
sor.
Finance
Lower Senator Liliana Chang reported that
she has interviewed 22 clubs in regards to
budget proposals. She added that there is no
official deadline for budget proposals.
New Business
Graham encouraged students to apply for the
Mary Ellen Scholarship award of $500.00 per
semester. The application must be submitted
by May 21 with three letters of recommenda-
tion, a 1,000-word essay and a current official
transcript. Students can pick up the applica-
tion in the provost office or in Graham’s office.
Lovell informed the Senate that freshmen
have the opportunity to win a brand-new laptop
if they sumbit the freshman questionnaire
mailed to them. The questionnaire includes




CUNY remediation programs are currently in
the process of moving outside the regular cur-
riculum. CUNY four-year programs no longer
offer remedial programs, and two-year remedi-
al programs are losing popularity.
In contrast, enrollment in College Now and in
CUNY language and basic skills immersion
courses is growing. College Now is a CUNY
partnership program with public high schools
that allows high school students to take college-
level courses and preparatory classes. It also
o ffers workshops for college-bound high
school seniors. College Now’s enrollment has
more than tripled, from 11,000 in 1999 to
35,700 in 2002, making it one of the largest
pre-collegiate intervention programs in the
country.
The test scores of graduating Tier 1 under-
grads are also improving; specifically, the
scores on New York State Teacher Certification
tests of education majors. Over 90 percent of
CUNY Tier 1 students who have taken the
Liberal Arts and Sciences Test and the
Assessment of Teaching Skills-Written have
passed in the last three years. In 1996, 62 per-
cent of students passed the LAST and 71 per-
cent passed the ATS-W; those figures have
improved 30 and 20 percent, respectively.
The data, Chancellor Goldstein said, “reveal
a steady pattern of student improvement in sev-
eral key areas of academic preparation and
retention.” He added, “This is a vindication of
C U N Y ’s more rigorous admissions policy,
which has been phased in over the past few
years.”
CUNY Applicants Test 
Scores on the Incline
By AARON SIEGEL
News Editor
The New York Society of Security Analysts
(NYSSA) named a Baruch student team one of
four finalists in the Second Annual Investment
Research Challenge.  The team consisting of
four M.B.A. students Avram Fisher, Sandra
Nipperus, Risto Pussim, and Marco Sze were to
write a research report on a company and be
able to present their findings to a panel of
experts from the financial world.
The competition consisted of eight teams
from different schools throughout New York
State assigned a company to research.  Each
team was given Tarrytown, New York based
Emipshere Technologies Inc. to research and
report on.  The reports were graded by a group
of nine financial executives led by Jonathan
Goldfarb, CFA, a retired analyst with 32 years
of experience, the last 25 years at Merrill
Lynch.
Baruch joined the NYU Stern School of
Business, Rutgers Business School and the
Stillman School of Business, Seton Hall
University in the finals which consisted of 10
minutes of presenting and 10 minutes of ques-
tioning from the executives led by Martin S.
Fridson, CFA, CEO of Fridson Vision LLC and
publisher of Leverage World on April 22.  NYU
was eventually selected the winning team.  
Despite the finish, Baruch’s representation in
the final four was still a victory, According to
Baruch team mentor Richard Holowczak who
mentored the team long with Finance professor
John Merrick.
Said Richard Holowczak, also director of the
Subotnick Financial Services Center/Bert W.
and Sandra Wasserman Trading Floor and pro-
fessor of computer information systems profes-
sor,    “This is yet another example that Baruch
students are on par with students of the finest
business schools in the world,”
Baruch College Team Reaches 
Final Four NYSSA Competition
Continued from front
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For almost 100 years, students have come to us from diverse origins, not just to excel, but to achieve their
d reams. They have always been, and still are, the embodiment of ambition, determination, and persever-
ance. With those high ideals they’ve met the challenges of our demanding, first-class faculty and helped
B a ruch become the well-re g a rded college it is today. It’s never easy. But our students have always had
the drive and dedication to get where they want to go. They are the living proof of what we believe: the 
American Dream still works.
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By HARBANI RANA
Features Editor
On Thursday, April 15, Johanna Lessinger,
author of “From the Ganges to the Hudson:
Indian Immigrants in New York City,” came to
Baruch to talk about her book and the experi-
ences she has had staying in various places
where Indians live, besides India itself. Her
interest in the subject arose from her trip to
Trinidad, where over a hundred years ago the
British had brought indentured laborers from
India to the Caribbean. She stayed there with a
family for a considerably long period of time
and learned about the cultural diff e r e n c e s
between Trinidadians and Indians, even though
they had ancestral ties. She spoke about what
she had learnt there and also about the impact
of Non-Residential Indians (NRIs) on India.
Lessinger started her lecture by talking about
how more than a century ago when the Indians
were brought to the Caribbean, racial tension
built up between them and the blacks living
there already. The Indians were not well-edu-
cated and their use of English was different
from those who already lived there. There were
also differences in dress, ceremonies, gender
relationships, and preferences in popular cul-
ture. The black population listened to calypso
music and watched American or British films
whereas the Indians watched Hindi films, lis-
tened to music from them, and young Indian
women copied the actresses’ hairstyles. When
the Arya Samaj, a reformist Hindu movement,
came to Trinidad, probably 50 percent of the
population had an Indian background, and the
movement brought with it a distinctive sense of
Indian cultural identity. Those who had contin-
ued contact with India over the years kept up to
date with the styles and fashions popular in
India at that time. Many of the different gener-
ations of Indians traveled back and forth from
India, along with Indians who came to teach
and work in Trinidad. On the same note, the
black population was defining itself with orien-
tation toward Africa. Instead of convergence
between the two groups, there were two brands
of Trinidadians.
Suddenly, Lessinger fast-forwarded to the
year 2000. A political uproar about the recent
tuition fees imposed on the government-sup-
ported Indian Institutes of Technology was all
over the media because the Indian-American
entrepreneurs offered to give money to the
I . I . T.s but wanted them to be run as
autonomous bodies. Eighty percent of the I.I.T.
graduates leave the country and many of them
have settled in the United States NRIs have a
great impact on India and because they are in
constant touch with their country, they also
remain involved. Their proposal was seen as
interference and there were worries about pri-
vatization and consumerism. Many people call
NRIs “Not Really Indians” because they
believe that once they leave India they are no
longer in touch with their Indian culture.
This links in with her book because in it, she
first describes Indians in India and then writes
about the Indians here in New York. She
describes gender roles, the differences between
the generations, how Indians here define their
ethnic identity and have built an infrastructure,
their participation in activities here, and much
more.
At the end of her lecture she spoke about how
India is so much in the news now because of
the Information Technology boom and more
recently, outsourcing. Most of the students who
attended the lecture were CUNY H o n o r s
College students and some had actually read
the book. As an Indian, while reading the book
I realized how effectively she captured the
many facets of Indian culture and how Indians
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The Alexander String Quartet
Performs at Baruch this Semester
By HARBANI RANA
Features Editor 
I was first introduced to the Alexander String
Quartet in a class session held downstairs in the
Engelman Recital Hall last semester. We heard
the four members play parts of the works and
they spoke a little about the composers of those
works. They also told us about how they
recorded their album, how they worked togeth-
er, and their travels.  
Baruch had the opportunity to see them per-
form once again last Thursday. The visiting
ensemble was comprised of Zakarias Grafilo
and Frederick Lifsitz on violin, Paul Yarbrough
on viola, and Sandy Wilson on cello.
The first performance was Stravinsky’s Three
Pieces for String Quartet. After that they played
composer Shostakovich’s String Quartet No. 7
in F# minor, Op. 108. They use their fingers to
play some parts of the work and the sounds
resemble those from a mandolin. The two vio-
lins, one viola, and the cello’s sounds merged
together to form harmonious compositions. The
sound from the first violin stuck out most and
the cello also had a distinguishable sound. That
may be because of their seating arrangement,
two members with the second violin and viola
sitting about 3 to 4 feet behind the others. The
sound of raindrops can be associated with the
sounds made by the instruments. Also, the
melody flows so consistently that one tends to
disassociate oneself from the fact that the per-
formance is taking place inside a hall in col-
lege. The music takes one to another wave-
length of thought so when the piece finishes,
one snaps back into reality and there is
applause at the end of the piece.
There is a short break before the next piece
starts. Beethoven’s piece, String Quartet No. 16
in F major, Op. 135 starts all of a sudden; all
four members play two chords and then there is
silence for two or three seconds before the
piece restarts. I remember certain parts of this
work more than others because it was very long
and one could concentrate on parts that seemed
different or interesting. I also thought about
how the composers figure out the coordination
between the different instruments as the music
flows so smoothly and it seems as though they
had exactly that in mind when they wrote the
compositions. The members of the Quartet,
Zakarias Grafilo and Frederick Lifsitz on the
violins, Paul Yarbrough on the viola, and Sandy
Wilson on the cello, were able to merge the
sounds of their instruments into one whole and
perform what the composers had intended.
The Alexander String Quartet has performed
in the major music capitals of four continents
and has established itself as an important advo-
cate of new music through over 25 commis-
sions and numerous premier performances. In
1999, its nine-CD set of the Beethoven cycle
was released, and it has also recorded works of
Mozart, Brahms, Dvorak, and others. Though
they have been around the world, the Quartet’s
home is in San Franciso, where the members
are a major artistic presence.
Comic Book Writer Harvey
Pekar on WBMB Radio
By JENNIFER BLECHER
Copy Chief
Danny Lobell, host of “The Danny Lobell
Show” on WBMB, interviewed comic book
writer Harvey Pekar on Friday, April 16.  Pekar
was the subject of the movie “American
Splendor,” which won the Grand Jury Prize at
the Sundance Film Festival this year.
Pekar has put out his own comic book series
for over 20 years about himself and his experi-
ences as a “funky file clerk” in a VA hospital,
living a very ordinary life. In contrast to typical
comic book fare, he admitted to writing pes-
simistic comics because “Misery loves compa-
ny, and gloominess sells.” A decade ago, mis-
ery had company for a year.
“I had cancer. That’s pretty out of the ordi-
nary,” he said. After one year of enduring
chemotherapy treatments, his cancer went into
remission. 
“I battled cancer and I won,” he said. 
Pekar has co-written a graphic novel entitled
“Our Cancer Year” (Four Walls Eight Windows
1994) with his wife Joyce Brabner about his
experience with the disease. 
Despite his prominence after the film, he still
remains humble. 
“What do you mean famous?” he responded
when asked about being in the public eye after
his successful film. He still considers himself
to be an “ordinary guy,” and is now back to
doing what he loves most: writing.
“I’m just doing some freelance writing. We
might start working on a graphic novel called
‘Our Movie Year,’” he said.
“American Splendor” was nominated for Best
Adapted Screenplay at the Academy Awards
and has been put on 200 critics’ top ten lists for
the year. Pekar was disappointed that his movie
lost the Oscar to “Lord of the Rings,” which
brought home 11 awards.
Aside from the interview, Lobell hosted his
regular array of talent from the entertainment
industry. Other guests who have previously
been interviewed on the show included Jerry
Kahn, a comedian who is attempting to break
the Guinness Book of World Records for most
jokes told in an hour, Dean Obedalla, a come-
dian who writes for Weekend Update on
“Saturday Night Live,” Kevin Mullaney, who
is the school manager of the Upright Citizens
Brigade’s School of Improvisation, and Dam
McDerrmott, who is the co-founder of an
organization called Comedy Soapbox, which
runs comedy rooms all over Manhattan and Los
Angeles.
Lobell’s show airs every Friday from 12:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
“Colours of Paradise,” Baruch’s 31st
Caribbean Cultural and Fashion Show
By MARCIA BARRAN
Editor-in-Chief
Every year, Baruch College plays host to a
plethora of cultural and fashion shows. But
every spring loyal students, alumni, faculty,
administration, friends and family members
gear up to see what will be in store at the annu-
al Caribbean cultural and fashion show.
This theme of this year’s show, the 31st
Caribbean show in Baruch history, is called
“Colours of Paradise.” It is being put together
by various student organizations, including the
Caribbean Students Association, the We s t
Indian Cultural Club, Students of Caribbean
Appreciation, Latin American Youth, Latin
American Student Organization, Phi Beta
Sigma, and the University Student Senate.   
“This year’s gonna be a great show,” said
Dana Waiters, president of the West Indian
Cultural Club. “This year its gonna be a lot
more diverse.”
The show will feature fashion showcases by
models, performances by the Caribbean
Student Association dancers, a spoken word
segment, and promotional giveaways such as
CDs and posters courtesy of VP Records. 
However, the headline event of the show will
be Trinidad’s own Machel Montano and the
Xtatik Road Marching Band. Well-known in
the Caribbean, Montano has led an illustrious
22-year career as a producer, singer, songwriter,
recording studio owner and actor.
Waiters added that this year, the show will be
“dealing more with soca [music] than with reg-
gae.” Due to unforseen problems with the per-
formers at last year’s Caribbean show, in which
the contracted performers did not show up, this
has caused the show’s organizers to be more
cautious about choosing the artists for this
year’s show. Waiters added that the artists this
year are guaranteed to perform, as they will be
arriving the day prior to the show as opposed to
the day of the show.
“We’re more diverse [this year] than we’ve
been in five years,” said Waiters, adding that
there will be more pronounced representation
from all of the Caribbean islands. For example,
she noted that there will be a scene celebrating
H a i t i ’s 200th anniversary of independence.
Continuing with increased diversity, Waiters
added that this year’s fashion models are more
diverse in terms of ethnicity.
Other performers will include Assasin, who is
from Jamaica, Timmy, who is from Barbados,
and Junko, the dancehall queen of Jamaica.
Major commerical sponsors of the show
include British West Indian Airways, A i r
Jamaica, and the Tourism and Industrial
Development Company of Trinidad and Tobago
Limited.
This year’s show will take place on May 7 in
Mason Hall. Doors open at 6 p.m. and the show
begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are currently on sale for
$12 and are available in room VC 3-231.
The Alexander String Quartet. (Photo/
www.asq4.com)
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BY IRINA GAISTER and 
DIANA ISAAC
Contributing Writers
Baruch College is considered one of the most
diverse schools in the country. What better way
to show the richness of our school’s multi-cul-
tural environment than to participate in the
international Model United Nations confer-
ence. Sixteen undergraduate students, of vari-
ous backgrounds, once again represented
Baruch at the annual international Model
United Nations conference in New York City.
The weeklong conference, held at the Hilton
Hotel and at the United Nations Headquarters,
is the world’s largest university-level simula-
tion of the United Nations. Over 3,000 students
from various universities around the world par-
ticipated in this event. Each school participat-
ing in the conference represented either a coun-
try or a non-governmental organization. This
year Baruch College represented the Republic
of Belarus. 
“This was a wonderful experience, which
helped us learn a lot about ourselves,”
explained Salome Makharadze, the president
and founder of the Baruch MUN club. The sim-
ulation offers a plethora of difficult contempo-
rary issues and questions affecting the interna-
tional community. The participating students
covered everything from international law
regarding cyber crime and art theft to poverty
and health issues, to ways to combat global ter-
rorism. Delegates must keep in character, at all
times of the conference, wearing business-
attire, making realistic alliances with other
countries, and, most importantly, representing
the interests of their respective countries.
In preparation for this conference, students
utilized timely periodicals, U.N. sources, as
well as the consulate of the county they are rep-
resenting. The participating students try to
solve the same problem that real MUN dele-
gates are faced with; how to achieve world
peace but at the same time preserve world cul-
tures and state sovereignty. From the prepara-
tion to the conference, delegates acquire public
speaking skills, writing skills, and learn how to
handle conflict in a diplomatic way. They also
build their leadership abilities. “You will learn
to find common ground with a diverse group of
people,” stated Howard Liu, a senior, who has
been part of MUN for two years. 
“It’s amazing to see the transformation of
how your friends have now become your co-
workers in trying to solve global problems that
are presented at the conference,” states Nino
Makharadze, a guest at the conference.           
The Baruch MUN club is in its second year.
Encouraged and supported by Dean Ron Aaron
and Dean Myrna Chase, the MUN club has
brought about great interest from the student
body. “Model United Nations allowed me to do
something different to balance and complement
my business classes,” explained Howard Liu.
The Baruch MUN club provides a great,
unique opportunity for students to take an
active role in shaping and understanding world
events. “I hope that the MUN club will be an
active club for many years to come, providing
this wonderful opportunity for future Baruch
students,” explained Salome Makharadze. The
MUN is an extremely rewarding experience. If
you are a hard working, team oriented, student
who has an avid interest in international rela-
tions, then come and join the MUN club here at
Baruch.
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2004 Baruch Delegates at National MUN Conference: Aygul Bagaoutdinova, Gary
Berenshteyn, Michel DeOliveira, Irina Gaister, Irina Golub, Diana Isaac, Enika Jorgoni,
Lavinia Lotrean, Howard Liu, Salome Makharadze, Mariya Maruschak, Artem Rekhler,
Gennady Rudkevich, Aziz Zhumashaliev. (Photo/Baruch College Model UN)
BY BORIS ABRAMOV
Contributing Writer
On Thursday April 22, a truly meaningful
event took place inside the Engelman Recital
Hall within the Vertical Campus. A concert and
fundraiser was held for the American Cancer
Society. Golden Key, SOS, and an army of vol-
unteers helped organize and carry out this event
and raised over $1200 with the help of gener-
ous donations by the Baruch community.
Representatives from the American Cancer
Society such as Lillibet Irizarry, and the guest
speaker Gloria Gonzalez, addressed students at
the concert. Gloria Gonzalez, a cancer survivor,
gave a moving speech about her battle at a
young age and how she survived the disease,
even though doctors gave her only several
years to live. The audience was moved to tears
as she spoke.
The event however, was mostly about fun and
partying. Urban Sun (www. u r b a n s u n . n e t )
pounded away its rhythms and the audience
was dazzled by Dr. Buckley’s performance on
the electric guitar. Dr. Buckley is an Honors
Programs Advisor at Baruch College. The rest
of the Urban Sun band members were  Hector
Moncada on the bass,  Theo Moore on percus-
sion, Lex Dunbar on drums, and Joe Trombino
on vocals. The group really enjoyed perform-
ing for the students and played all the way until
the last minute of the scheduled performance.
Camille Shuford was another performer and
she also impressed the audience with her wide
variety of singing styles.
The $1,200 raised were donated to the
American Cancer Society by Golden Key’s
executive Vice President, Ana Pazo. The event
also attracted students who either volunteered
their time or came to support the effort. For
most people, the event was a way to give back
to the community and stand together against
cancer.
Anna Digilova, who was in attendance to sup-
port the benefit said, “It was a great event.
Combining entertainment with a good cause is
definitely a great idea. The band was really
good. The speaker touched everyone’s heart in
the audience, and students just had fun. Thank
you GK!”
The fundraising was started well in advance
of the event. This event was originally planned
to be held last semester, but was postponed.
However, the way the event turned out seemed
to make it all worth the wait.
Next year Baruch College will welcome one
of the biggest events the American Cancer
Society helps organize, the Relay for Life. The
mission of the event will be to raise money, the
goal being $45,000. The relay for life is an
event that all of Baruch College’s students, fac-
ulty, and clubs will be invited to participate in.
Teams will each have a goal of raising at least
$1,000. During the event one team member
would walk around the track while events,
games, contests, and a very moving memorial
service called the Luminary would be going on.
The idea is to camp out in school and celebrate
life.
Baruch College has a great student body that
does appreciate the importance of defeating
cancer. In times of need, the people of Baruch
definitely deliver. Golden Key thanked the stu-
dents, faculty, and everyone else who con-
tributed their time, money, or anything else for
making this event a success.
Baruch Delegation at the Model United Nations Conference
Events in Baruch
- Alpha Epsilon Pi hosts Bone Marrow Drive
Dates: Tuesday, May 4 and Wednesday,
May 5
Time: 9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Place: 2nd Floor VC
Being that this drive consists of merely a swap
of your cheek, all students, faculty, and staff are
urged to participate. Alpha Epsilon Pi is the
only Jewish fraternity on campus.    
- Evening of Excellence:  Using Employee and
Client Surveys as a Management Tool
Date:  Wednesday, May 5
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Newman Conference Center, 7th Floor
Dr. Bill Alper, who has consulted with over 150
private and public  organizations, will discuss
how nonprofits can benefit from conducting
employee and client surveys and how to use
this information to improve  organizational per-
formance and effectiveness. RSVP by phone at
212-802-3044 or by email at  nonprofit_work-
shops@baruch.cuny.edu
- Spring Fling Street Fair 
Date:  Thursday, May 6
Time: 12:00 p.m. 
Place: Vertical Campus 
The Spring Fling Street Fair is all about food,
entertainment, music and games. 
For more information visit
www.scsu.baruch.cuny.edu.
- Ready or Not? New York City Emergency
Preparedness Summit 
Date:  Monday, May 10
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Place: 14th Floor Conference Center VC
The New York City Council and the School of
Public Affairs at Baruch College invite you to
join elected officials, community leaders, and
concerned citizens for a discussion on neigh-
borhood emergency preparedness. RSVP by
May 3 to 212-788-5613 or
events@council.nyc.ny.us.  
Announcements
- Senior Bash 2004 Ticket Sales
Dates: Now through May 24
Time: 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Price: $50 per ticket
The Senior Bash will take place on May 31
2004 at Tavern on the Green. Ticket sales are
open to all graduating seniors. There is a maxi-
mum of 2 tickets per person.
- United International Student Body Logo
Competition
Deadline for submission: May 13, 2004
The UISB is looking for a logo that reflects the
multicultural and diverse nature of the college
and is holding a logo competition that is open
to all Baruch students.
For more information, email the club at
U n i t e d _ I n t e r n a t i o n a l _ S t u d e n t s @ h o t m a i l . c o m
or attend its club meetings on Thursdays 12:30-
2:30 p.m. in room 1604, 23rd Street building.
Events at the Baruch Performing A rt s
Center
- New Georges presents "Three Seconds in the
Key"
Date: April 12-May 8
Time: Monday thru Saturday, 8 p.m.
Place: Nagelberg Theatre
Admission: $8 tickets for Baruch Students
available within 2 hours of the opening of the
show.
“Three Seconds in the Key” is a play about ill-
ness, filial love, the human body, and basket-
ball.
For more information visit
www.newgeorges.org.
- The FabClassical5 
Dates and Times: 
May 2 @ 6 p.m. Maiko Tanaka  (Japan) 
May 11 @ 8 p.m. Anne Rhee (Korea) 
May 24 @ 8 p.m. Isabelle O'Connell (Ireland) 
June 7 @ 8 p.m. Grace Guo (Taiwan) 
June 14 @ 8 p.m. Audrey Axinn (USA) 
Place: Engelberg Recital Hall 
Admission: $20 per concert, $15 students &
seniors, $80 for series pass. Tickets available
through the BPAC Box Office. To reserve, call
646-312-4085. Checks and cash only at the
door.
The FabClassical5, New York City's only all-
female group of pianists, is hosting the
Spring/Summer Concert Series to help benefit
its signature non-profit organization, Doctors
Without Borders (50 percent of the ticket sales
will benefit the organization). The five classi-
cally trained pianists, each from a different
country, will perform their talents in five dif-
ferent solo piano concerts.
For more information visit www.doctorswith-
outborders.org or www.classical5.com.
- Mother’s Day Concert
Date: Sunday, May 9
Time: 3 p.m.
Place: Engelman Recital Hall
Admission: Free tickets available to Baruch
College students at the BPAC box off i c e
Monday through Friday between 12:30 and
2:30 p.m. Tickets are limited to four per student
and are issued on a first come, first serve basis.
In celebration of Mother’s Day, the BPAC is
offering free tickets to a concert of the critical-
ly acclaimed pianist, Raj Bhimani, an interna-
tionally acclaimed pianist performing solo and
chamber music in the United States, Canada,
France, Italy, Portugal and India. The concert
features works by Ludwig van Beethoven,
Johannes Brahms, Maurice Ravel and Thérèse
Brenet.
Correction:
The following error appeared in the April 26
2004 issue of The Ticker:
In the Events and Announcements listing, The
Kolpakov Trio was stated to be performing on
Friday, April 30 whereas the performance actu-
ally took place on Thursday, April 29. Sorry for
any inconvenience caused due to this error.
Urban Sun Performs at Cancer Benefit Concert
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$25 Dollars
At this week’s meeting of the Undergraduate Student Government, a proposal that affects
every Baruch College undergraduate student will be brought to vote.  
A $25 fee has been proposed to restore and upgrade student services, including the Career
Development Center. These student services are always first on the chopping block whenever
the Baruch College budget realizes that it must leave the Excel spreadsheet and finally enter
reality.
Baruch’s student services budget, the lowest allocation amongst CUNY’s 11 senior colleges,
may receive relief with the proposed $25 dollars that each student will add into the pot.
Despite the nominal fee, questions are raised.  Why us?  Why should an extra fee be tacked
on to Baruch students’ tuition while the rest of the CUNY schools are paying the regular rate?
As students, we all made the decision to pursue higher education as a means to further our -
selves in the job market, the world, and to increase our own knowledge. Tradition has shown us
that college is not simply a place where students come to sit in classrooms, garner knowledge
and subsequently walk out. The institution of college is a community. Our tuition should guar -
antee not only that we will learn material in the classroom, but it should mandate that neces -
sary services such as career placement assistance be viewed as a standard, not a privilege. 
Implementation of a college fee that will pay for student services such as the CDC can be
viewed in two ways. On one hand, it is a known fact that the CDC is notoriously understaffed.
In order for one office to be able to provide job and internship assistance to an undergraduate
student body of roughly 15,200 means that that office must be ready, willing and able to handle
such an enormous volume of students. It is likely that the CDC is indeed ready and willing, but
lacking monetary resources makes them unable to handle such a vast student body. If the fee
were to be put in place, this would make the CDC more apt to cater to students’ career needs. 
On the flip side, students have been constantly bombarded with one fee after the other within
the last few years. The technology fee, an increase in the student activity fee, as well as an
increase in tuition have created more and more financial hardships for Baruch’s students. If
such a fee were implemented, there’s no saying where the line may be drawn. Perhaps it may
seem fitting to slap a fee on anything from student tutoring in the SACC center, to using the
library, the gymnasium facilities, the International Student Services Center, the Financial Aid
office, the Bursar’s office, the Registrar’s office, the Student Life office or the computer labs.
Maybe we should even expect a fee to use the restrooms, or what about a 25-cent fee for simply
walking into the building?
Sound ridiculous? Well so does a student service fee. The one thing all of these services have
in common is that as students, we are entitled to them. Career placement assistance is a stan -
dard at colleges and universities across the country. Why should we stand to be the exception?
Each day, Baruch students must face incidences such as broken escalators and elevators, bro -
ken lights, endless woes in the Registrar’s office and a plethora of other tangible and intangi -
ble flaws. It seems that whenever there is a systematic monetary problem, the students bear the
burden. But when the school and the system fails us, where do we turn? If a fee is to be imple -
mented for us to receive basic necessary services, perhaps another fee should be on the docket
for when the school fails us.
The point is this: there are two sides to the $25 fee. It is true that the same money we may pay
in the form of this fee will benefit us. But the bottom line is that such services should already be
built into our tuition, and they already are. It is both unconscionable and unacceptable that we
should be forced to pay double for something that we already deserve.
But perhaps there is one important financial lesson that can be learned, but not one that par -
ticulary applies to students. The fact that such a ridiculous fee can even manifest itself proves
that Baruch budget planners need to go back to the computer and reevaluate those Excel
spreadsheets.
“The students coming in are much better prepared.”
- CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein on the improving SAT
scores and English Regents grads over the past eight years of 
incoming CUNY students
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Forbidden Images of Fallen Soldiers
The recent publication of photographs show-
ing U.S. soldiers arriving back home in flag-
draped coffins have brought about some con-
troversy. Taken by Air Force combat photogra-
phers for documentation purposes, these pho-
tos depict rows of military coffins filling the
aircraft cargo bays, on their way to Dover, Del.
The Dover Air Force Base is the East Coast’s
receiving military mortuary center.
The Pentagon, which allowed for the release
of around 300 photos, will no longer publicize
photographs of fallen soldiers being brought
back home. Both the Pentagon and President
Bush oppose the distribution of these photos
because they state they want to protect the pri-
vacy of the military families. 
The U.S. public has the right to know the
details of the war we are paying for with our
money and the lives of our military personnel.
These photos are very moving. They are the
sad reminder of the ultimate sacrifice we pay in
defending freedom. 
While no one is ever really prepared to see the
fallen come home in caskets, it is an inevitable
part of war. Over 700 soldiers have lost their
lives since the start of the war in Iraq. These
photos of American soldiers being brought
back home in flag-draped coffins allow the
public to comprehend the magnitude of 700
deaths. 
President Bush and his administration feel
that by showing these pictures we are violating
f a m i l i e s ’ p r i v a c y. Yet, he had no problem
showing the events of 9/11 in his re-election
campaign ads. It is a shame that the Bush
administration is not publicly acknowledging
the sacrifice of this war. And, that in a time
where the U.S. public should be able to mourn
and honor the fallen soldiers of this war, we
cannot because our leader is too preoccupied




Since the earliest days of Hollywood and
mass-produced pop culture, this country has
distorted the image of reality. Reality has never
been a real sell in the media.  We, as a country,
single out the select few celebrities as the
benchmark for our dreams.  This has never
been more apparent to me than the most recent
display of the preferential treatment of a
celebrity amongst thousands who do a similar
thing.  The situation I am referring to is the
death of Pat Tillman.
Pat Tillman exemplified the A m e r i c a n
Dream.  He was a man with a single vision for
his future, and that was to play football.
However, upon reaching college he was told
that he lacked the physical size to play the posi-
tion he desired.  Instead of giving in and either
changing positions or leaving football altogeth-
er, Tillman worked harder than anybody else on
the team.  Pat Tillman would go on to become
a great college football player and a very good
professional player after being drafted into the
NFL.  Yet, with the promise of millions of dol-
lars on the table to continue following his
dream, Tillman gave it all up and entered the
elite Army Rangers division of the military.  It
was an unheard of action from a modern-day
professional athlete.  The unfortunate result of
his decision occurred recently when he was
killed in action in Afghanistan. 
The day after his death, Pat Tillman’s face
graced the covers of newspapers nationwide,
both in the news sections and sports sections.
However, he is just one of the many soldiers
who have died in battle in the recent campaigns
in Iraq and Afghanistan.  His story is extraordi-
nary to people with little knowledge of the sac-
rifices that ALL the soldiers make.  The slogan
for the Army may be “An Army of One,” but
there is more than one victim from the battles
the military continues to confront.  It is regret-
table that it always takes the actions of a select
celebrity for the common person to take notice
of the horrifying events happening outside of
our nation.  
Since the beginning of the campaign in Iraq,
over a year ago, nearly 730 U.S. soldiers have
been killed in action.  These are nearly 730
other stories not told on every news channel.
Over 730 other families who are broken and
damaged from this war. There are 730 more
people who made the ultimate sacrifice for the
freedoms this country holds so dear.  It is
unfortunate that many of us will never know
their stories.  As a country we will never know
what sacrifices people like 23-year-old Pvt.
1st Class Lori Piestewa made leaving her two
children in Arizona to fight in Iraq, never to see
them again.   
Because of the celebrity-driven views of this
nation many people will remember the story of
Pat Tillman but never bother to know the
countless other stories of soldiers dying for our
country.  It is this writer’s hope that the actions
of one courageous soldier do not over shadow
the actions of many others who suffered the
same fate.  It is also my hope that Pat Tillman’s
story will inspire others to realize that there are
thousands of other soldiers fighting in Iraq, all
of whom are making an enormous sacrifice for
all of us.  
As the battles continue to rage on the other
side of the world we all sit in the comfort of the
freedom these extremely brave people provide.
I will forever remember the story of Pat
Tillman, a great football player and an even
greater American.  However, I will also hold a
special place in my heart for the 730 other sto-
ries I will never know. There are 730 soldiers
(and the thousands of others worldwide) that I
wholeheartedly admire and would never hesi-
tate to call HEROES.  
Just tell them you were too busy playing basketball to show up...
Army Recruiting 101
JENNIFER BLECHER
The Army paid one of its regular visits to
Baruch on Tuesday, April 20, coming equipped
with a graffiti artist and “Yo Soy el Army” T-
shirts, as well as water bottles and pencils all
imprinted with the logo. 
For those who filled out the information card
with accurate contact information in exchange
for the shirt, a future awaits full of letters,
phone calls, and maybe even uninvited guests.
Army recruiters are like car salesmen and tele-
marketers: relentless. What most people don’t
know is that, on top of their salary and housing
pay and benefits, recruiters get a bonus com-
mission of around $300 for each person they
get to join. Whenever commission is involved,
there will always be liberal use of underhanded
techniques to trick people into signing on the
dotted line. 
For the benefit of anyone who ever comes
face-to-face with a recruiter, here is a list of
things that recruiters are wont to say and the
truth behind these statements. These statements
pertain to the Army Reserve, National Guard,
and to ROTC cadets if the chosen method of
serving time is by reserve or guard.
You sign a contract for six years, and then the
last two years you just remain on Army records
for statistical purposes. Everyone finds out the
sad truth when they hit the end of year six.
What really happens is that the “one weekend a
month, two weeks a year” lasts for six years,
and then there is a choice: To either continue to
drill with a unit, or to go into what is known as
IRR, or Individual Ready Reserve, where there
are no more drills, but still the possibility of
war. For example, if someone was a cook and a
unit in Alabama activated for Iraq needed a
cook, that unlucky individual could be called
up to go to war with that unit. In summary, sign
for six, be prepared for eight.
If you’re in school full-time, you can’t go to
war. This is a blatant lie. The Army really could
care less what the situation is. Only injuries,
pregnancy, or having a spouse already in com-
bat prevents someone from going. But even
pregnant women are expected to go three
months after they have their baby.
The Army will pay back student loans, up to
X amount of dollars. This is a semi-truth. Yes
there is student loan repayment, but it doesn’t
happen automatically. The soldier has to set it
up. And it’s on a monthly schedule, so they
agree to pay X amount of dollars per month.
This is only valid during the time actually
served in the Army. So without outstanding
student loans, it’s no good. If repayment is
started halfway through the service require-
ment, then only half the money will be paid. A
particularly nasty sting for those who joined
before going to college.
If you sign up today, you’ll get X amount of
dollars bonus, X amount of dollars extra for
your GI Bill every month, and X amount of dol -
lars of student loan repayment. You might lose
this if you wait. This is reminiscent of infomer-
cial-speak. There really is no set amount that
they give as a bonus. It all is pretty random,
depending on the day enlisted and how the
recruiter is feeling. Recruiters try to bully peo-
ple into bad jobs by promising bonuses, even
though pretty much any job will supply one.
One day it might be a $3,000 bonus and
$10,000 loan repayment, as well as a $100
kicker to the GI Bill. Other days it could be
something else. As with any sale, never accept
the first offer. Uncle Sam can always do better.
As a side note, bonuses come in two install-
ments, half at the beginning, and half after four
years, and it is taxed, along with just about
everything else from the military, except the GI
Bill.
The Army will pay up to 75% of college
tuition. Firstly, this number only applies to
those going to a public institution, and second-
ly, this is part of an army program known as
tuition assistance. It is optional, so it must be
requested specifically. But even requesting it is
not enough. There’s only a certain amount of
money that goes into this program, so not
everyone that asks for it gets it. There is usual-
ly a pretty long waiting list. It is best to do this
as early as possible.
This particular job entails ________ .  In the
Army, jobs are not really what they seem. For
example, Chemical Operations Specialists,
which are advertised as something akin to
chemists, actually decontaminate sites hit with
weapons of mass destruction while in biohaz-
ard suits. “Engineers,” are really construction
workers. Recruiters are not reliable sources for
job descriptions. What recruiters tell you and
what you actually end up doing are seldom the
same.
There are over 200 occupations to choose
f ro m . This applies only for active duty.
Reservists can only choose from the jobs that
are available at units nearby. So if there is only
an infantry unit within fifty miles, the choices
will be limited to infantry, and general stuff
like a cook or supply or administration. Don’t
count on being a journalist or a computer pro-
grammer or anything like that. It’s not going to
happen.
Army recruiters are just like other sales peo-
ple. They bend the truth a little to make the
sale, or recruitment. The best way to obtain
good information about the Army is to consult
actual soldiers or the web. For best results,
avoid the Army’s website altogether and check
out Military.com.
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Fingertight Delivers Big With 
“In the Name of Progress”
Fashion and Photography 
Unite Once Again
Japan Rocks the Industry with Neo Soul
By KEMAL YILDIZ
Staff Writer
Opening up for Powerman 5000 shows across
the West, their popularity has grown wide-
spread across the nation to what has finally
given birth to Fingertight’s major label “In The
Name Of Progress.” Packed with what can only
be classified as modernized angry-rock and
temperamental melodic metal, "In The Name
Of Progress" finds Fingertight delivering soar-
ing hooks such as their debut single “Guilt
(Hold Down)” and “At War.” They combine a
unique and refreshing mix of contemporary
styles and influences that span many different
genres. Exalting from the talent rich Northern
California music scene since the late ‘90s and
doing their best to be the stars of the shows on
stages across the San Francisco Bay Area and
California from North to South, they’ve devel-
oped a devotion following along the way,
which helped secure them a record deal with
Columbia Records in late 2001.
It seems that anger has a lot to do with their
influence. Many of the tracks on the album
either have to do with their emotional situa-
tions, or differences between sides of a story.
The album’s most attractive tracks are those
that are loud and frustrated with energetic emo-
tions, which conspire into a high-risen tone and
fast-beat rhythm. “Fear In Me” and “Guilt
(Hold Down)” are two perfect examples of
these. They rage with anger and they make a
statement. “At War” and “Speak In Tongues”
are similar songs in which they both show lead-
ership and really make it obvious to the listen-
er what their message is, and in this case, it’s a
sign that they’re breaking free taking into con-
sideration the old rage against the machine
motive. Their witty verses, “We pledge alle-
giance and then we pull our guns… whether
diplomatic or democratic a violation, a demon-
stration, until we find ourselves standing all
alone” on the track “Speak In Tongues” really
makes a point that they’re slightly freedom
fighters, but at the same time, making the point
that not much can be done. It really does sound
like your average garage band thing to say, if
you ask me.
Bear in mind that Fingertight’s tracks are not
the same type of music track after track. Their
anger-inspired tracks also have an opposing
mellow-dramatic version of their songs as well.
“Things Have Changed,” “515 Mellus” and
“Resurface” really show the band’s softer,
touchier side to their label. Still, even when
their songs are a little but touchier and mellow,
they still keep to their traditional moods by
adding just a touch of energy, which makes
them what they’re famous for.
With increasing pressure from major record
labels for a band to instantly deliver, it has
become a rare quality for a hard rock group to
be able to authentically express themselves
without sounding contrived or sappy. Despite
facing these overwhelming odds, Fingertight
has somehow managed to deliver just that. The




When the two worlds of fashion and photog-
raphy come together, it really is a site to
behold.  On April 16, 2004, the Museum of
Modern Art (MoMA) debuted a new exhibit
“Fashioning Fiction In Photography Since
1990” showcasing a new developement in
fashion photography within the last ten years.    
The event was made possible by Banana
Republic, and over 20 photographs are featured
in the gallery.  Such magazine ads to be fea-
tured are “Harper’s Bazaar” as well as the
Prada campaign of Fall/Winter 1997.  Even if
fashion is not your interest, the photographs
feaured in this exhibit are quite breathtaking. 
The photographs focus on light and shadows,
as well as the technique that goes into the won-
derful world of fashion.  These pictures are
simply not selling clothes, but selling an entire-
ly new concept and idea that was often not
expressed before the last 15 years.  And if you
do love fashion, this exhibit is a great opportu-
nity to see some of the greatest pictures taken
in the industry today. Some of the photogra-
phers featured are Larry Sultan, Glen Luchford,
and many others.
“Fashioning Fiction” runs through June 28.
And the MoMA has an excellent companion
book that is sold in their gift shop if you truly
want to have a piece of this momentous event.
“Fashioning Fiction” is one of those rare
exhibits that contribute to the history of fashion
on the whole.
Official logo of Figertight rock band. (Photo/
fingertight.com)
Untitled photograph from Fall/Winter 1997 Prada ad campaign. (Photo/ Glen Luchford)
By LEO SHVARTSMAN
Staff Writer
In a week when R&B is locked in at the top
three spots on Billboard 200’s, you shouldn’t
have a hard time finding some quality beats.
But if you’re looking for something less main-
stream to call your own, Tofu Records just
released a compilation that’s just right for you.
The only problem is that while you may be
enjoying the rhythm, you might have a hard
time understanding the lyrics.
The album, entitled Neo Soul, is the first
release in Tofu’s Neo Japan series. It’s a collec-
tion of 13 of Japan’s more popular R&B, Hip
Hop and Neo Soul singles from the past couple
of years. Artists featured include Toshi Kubota,
Sowelu, Amon and Crystal Kay, among others.
While these might not sound like household
names, they should be familiar to fans of the
Japanese Genre.
The CD starts off with Kubota’s “No Lights…
Candle Light”, an enchanting love song fit for
a romantic, dimly lit dinner with your girl-
friend. Throughout the song, Kubota’s smooth
voice brings a nice mellow feeling to the air,
whether he’s singing in English or Japanese.
The song almost leaves you wondering whether
the young lady Kubota is singing to will give in
and finally come closer and let him taste her
love as he asks her too.
From there, the rhythm speeds up a little in
Sowelu’s “Fortune.” Although only a few of the
lyrics in the song are in English, it does provide
a nice beat. Plus, it’s always fun trying to guess
what Sowelu is singing about in Japanese. The
song is entertaining, but may get boring after a
couple of minutes. An understanding of
Sowelu’s tongue would really make this track
much more enjoyable.
“Everything’s gonna be alright, things are
gonna be easier,” says Amon, as he starts off
the third track. His “Song of Happiness” is
happy and uplifting and almost makes you
want to smile. When you finally give in and do
smile, the song should come to an end and
C h e m i s t r y ’s “Point of No Return” should
begin. Presumably a love song, and definitely
sung completely in Japanese, it seems as if the
track is almost magical in nature. And even
though it is entitled, “Point of No Return,” it
seems almost as cheery as Amon’s “Song of
Happiness.”
Next up is Crystal Kay’s “Candy”, a song
about a girl in love, whose name just happens
to be Candy. By now you’ve probably finished
dinner and are sitting back on the couch, enjoy-
ing the still dimly lit room and the close com-
pany of your date for the evening. That’s prob-
ably why you won’t mind, that the lyrics are
once again almost entirely in Japanese, with a
few English words and phrases thrown in.
Soulhead’s “Step to the New World,” brings
a change of pace to the album, as female
singers and rappers rule for the next four min-
utes and five seconds. Soulhead asks that you
not be afraid, release your mind and “move
your body like me”. Actually they ask you not
to be afraid quite a number of times throughout
the track. Miss Monday adds a bit more
Japanese rap and removes most of the rest in
her single, “Curious”. The track moves quicker
then you might expect as it flows by.
Miss Monday is followed by Goku in his
quick tempo “I Shut You Down”. While he
does speak slightly accented English, his rap
skills are evident as he goes from start to finish
without showing any signs of slowing down.
Every minute or so, female singers slow the
rhythm down for Goku as they sing the song’s
title. The song, while quite enjoyable for about
the first five minutes, trails off in its last
minute, as the rap is taken away in favor of the
singers.
As you move on to Michico’s “Jump”, you’re
likely to want to want to do just that – jump,
jump and jump some more. The lyrics are
entirely in English, which marks this as the first
title on the album to have made such a leap.
Michico sings about what both ladies and gen-
tlemen should do when they’re stuck on the
dance floor with someone irritating. She is also
quite talented, and knows just how to use her
voice when ooo-ing and hey-ing.
Rhymester takes it from there in his single
“Y-E-N”. The track is primarily Japanese rap,
but it is entertaining to listen to at the least. It is
especially entertaining (and a little funny)
when Rhymester says “Y-E-N money
(Japanese lyrics) cash money Y-E-N hooh-ah”.
The album moves from rap to song as
Rhymester makes away for the Soul’d Out
crew and their single “Dream Drive”. Soul’d
Out bring a cheery theme to their music, as they
seem to keep both themselves and their listen-
ers happy. The lyrics are both Japanese and
English, but a vague idea of what the group is
singing about may be gathered from listening
to the song.
Loop Junktion’s “My life” follows “Dream
Drive” on the album. Their placement on the
album is not the only thing they seem to share,
as the two tracks seem eerily similar in their
beat and rhythm and overall flow.
The album’s final track, Ken Hirai’s “Life is
Another Story,” may be the slowest in tempo of
any of the songs. Hirai uses his voice to con-
vince his listeners that even though they may
not speak Japanese, they know what he is
singing about. As by now, your date is probably
coming to an end, it may be appropriate that the
album concludes with what seams to be a clas-
sic love song.
From beginning to end, Tofu Records’ Neo
Soul album is as complete as any import of
contemporary Japanese music can be. T h e
tracks are as solid in their themes in melodies
as they are in their variety. For those that can
get over the fact that most of the album is in a
language other then English, the album should
prove worthy of the money spent on it. For
those that can’t, there are plenty of more con-
ventional R&B albums at local record stores.
Japanese singer Toshi Kubota. (Photo/ asiastudios.com)
The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA)
33 Street at Queens Blvd.
Long Island City, Queens
(212) 708-9400
info@moma.org
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“Envy” a Disappointing One-Trick Pony
By JENNIFER BLECHER
Copy Chief
It’s such a tragedy when two great comedic
talents get together with a strong supporting
cast and still turn out a piece of crap, which is
ironic, because the movie revolves around an
aerosol spray that, when applied to dog poop,
or any kind of poop really, makes it disappear.
After sitting through forty-five minutes with
only scattered laughs, I wished I had a can to
spray on “Envy.”
The movie starts off slow, but promising, with
Ben Stiller and Jack Black playing Ti m
Dingman and Nick Vanderpark, co-workers in
a sandpaper factory. The focus is really on their
banter as they carpool to and from work, which
is saddening, because there was such potential
for “Office Space”-like comedy here. But small
nuggets of comedy emerge as Nick churns out
ridiculous ideas for infomercial-quality fare.
His first is an inkpad saturated with maple
syrup.
While sitting at a red light they observe a man
walking his dog, and then cleaning up his dog’s
crap, and Nick hatches the idea of a spray that
would make poop disappear. Tim, always the
critic, thinks the idea is dumb, even though his
wife loves it. When Nick offers him half stake
in the company for a measly $2,000, Tim refus-
es. His wife, hungry for breast implants,
implores him to do it, but Tim stands firm.
Predictably, Nick’s invention, a concoction of
dry ice and who-knows-what-else, is a success.
Soon he is awash in money and all the extrava-
gant, wasteful things he can buy with it—a
white horse that just roams the property, a
merry-go-round, bowling alley, and even a
treadmill encased in a screen to make it seem as
though he’s running through the woods. Tim
and his wife must live across the street from
this display of wealth, and just grow more and
more jealous as time goes on.
As fantastical as the plot sounds, it was
remarkably devoid of laughs until Tim wanders
into a bar and salvation steps in, in the form of
Christopher Walken as a drifter who refers to
himself as “The J-Man.” Walken has a knack
for playing offbeat characters, and his mono-
logues are priceless. He manages to inject some
humor, temporarily, into this lifeless comedy,
but is soon relegated to bad slapstick.
In a drunken stupor, Tim picks up a bow and
arrow and accidentally kills Nick’s horse. Here
the movie takes a horrible turn, wasting about a
half hour on farce about hiding the dead horse
from his friend. (Strangely, this is the second
movie in a row where Stiller kills a horse.)
Later, in what is arguably the worst confession
scene in movie history, Tim rambles on and on
and on and on about how jealous he’s been.
Here, the movie morphs into a morality tale
about friendship.
One of the many problems with “Envy” is
that it’s a schizophrenic mess. Is it dark come-
dy? A farce? A touching tale of friendship?
No…..It’s all three!!! This movie unfolds like a
three-act play, none of them funny. Blame it on
director Barry Levinson, who, aside from “Wag
the Dog,” has turned out nothing but bad cine-
ma in his career. Levinson doesn’t just mess up
the direction, he is completely oblivious to why
the characters were cast. Black is a master of
the sublime, really shining when he can just get
crazy with his script, which he accomplished
beautifully in “School of Rock,” and here
shows glimpses of it when he does his hilarious
turn as a Ron Popeil informercial man. He lan-
guishes in this movie, having to conform to this
Full-House persona that Levinson has crafted
for him.
Walken, when playing a weirdo, is good in
small doses. Levinson just doesn’t know when
to quit, and keeps bringing him back when the
script really starts to lag. Rachel Weisz and
Amy Poehler, as Tim and Nick’s wives, only
get to utter occasional funny lines, and don’t
get to reach their full potential.
It’s really a shame. You don’t really leave the
theater upset about wasting an hour and a half,
but mournful of what could have been. Let’s
hope this hasn’t killed any future possibility of
these two teaming up again, and that maybe a
more capable director will someday make the
movie Stiller and Black are supposed to make.
Amy Poehler and Jack Black embrace in Barry Levinson’s Envy.  (Photo/ movies.yahoo.
com)
E x p r e s s i o n s
The world is the place below, heaven is
above
Life is like hell when you don’t have love 
Love is what we have and what we have to
give
Giving what we got is the way we live 
Living with what we got is how we don’t
sin
Sinning is for criminals, and people who
don’t win 
Coveting, killing, manipulations and lies
Vuctims and Cowards always on the rise
The worst kind ofpeople won’t stab you
with a knife





My hope, My savior
Shining so bright
On a dark gloomy night
The specks of glimmer
Fall upon me
Bestowing upon me
The comfort I seek
Deep in my heart
I already know
Your presence is everlasting
Always and forever
My best friend, My sister
I remain strong
I remain free
I can't help but SMILE
Knowing I'm back
Where I belong
* I LOVE YOU *
By: Alice Wong
Breathless 
he captured my heart... 
but not in the way you would imagine. 
not through looks, false hopes, 
or gleaming promises 
but with his mindset and all that 
he brings and contributes to this 
intellect-deprived heart of mine. 
he speaks with words so real 
that they dare not be false. 
those words beckon me and 
leave me trembling and 
anticipating what will come 
next... 




Another promise of a brighter 
future for me and you? 
For us? 
Just the thought leaves me 
breathless... 
By: Stylin Sweetz
Some I forget what I need most in life.
And then I remember that all I need is...
A smile from the sun...




Loretta Lynn looks (and sounds) good for her
age. Leaning against a tree on her album cover,
with her long black hair and retro blue ball
gown, she looks like she’s channeling
Evanescence’s Amy Lee. One listen to her new
album, Van Lear Rose, reveals that her childlike
voice hasn’t been ravaged by time either.
Van Lear Rose, the 71st album of her 44-year
career, marks the biggest comeback of the year.
It’s been four years since Loretta Lynn put out
an album, and man have we missed her. Forget
Dolly Parton or those cross-over sell-outs
Shania Twain and Faith Hill, Lynn is the real
deal folks.
Taking a cue from the late country legend
Johnny Cash, Lynn has sought the help of a pro-
ducer more in touch with today’s youth, The
White Stripes’ Jack White, not that the 70-year-
old needed any help. Honest vocals and simple
guitar licks never go out of style, although
White’s musical influence may help her bridge
the generational gap to make her 2004’s success
story.
Lynn is, thankfully, writing her own lyrics
again, and the most touching song on the album
is her lamentation of widowhood, “Miss Being
Mrs,” about the recent loss of her husband. She
sings, “I took off my wedding band/And put it
on my right hand/I miss being Mrs. tonight.”
The simple, raw lyrics are representative of
Lynn at her best. No glitz, no pretension, just
heart. Also beautiful is the final track “Story of
My Life,” where she tells us “listen close and
I’ll tell it twice.” The title track, the first one on
the album, is a reminiscence of her mother in
the town that is the song’s namesake. 
The great thing about this album is that there’s
so much variety, all of it accenting Lynn’s won-
derful voice. There’s the laid-back, psychedel-
ic, “Portland, Oregon” duet with White, the
spoken-word “Little Red Shoes,” which was
White’s sole writing credit on the album, and
the old-time country feel of “High on a
Mountaintop,” which harkens back to the days
of her legendary “Coal Miner’s Daughter.” She
also touches on a variety of topics, from murder
in “Wo m e n ’s Prison,” to religion in “God
Makes No Mistakes,” to her unlikely feminist
anthem, “Mrs. Leroy Brown.”
The unlikely duo doesn’t miss a beat on the
whole album. I really can’t think of any tracks I
didn’t like, and that’s amazing considering that
I’m neither a country fan nor a White Stripes
fan. Anyone who can appreciate a girl with a
guitar should run out and grab this album, the
only oasis in the onslaught of over-produced,
o v e r-commercialized music we’re hit with
today.
With Van Lear Rose, Loretta Lynn
is Still Going Strong at 70
Country singer Loretta Lynn’s latest album
Van Lear Rose, is the 71st of her career.
(Photo/news.yahoo.com)
Labrada Nutrition seeks articulate, reliable, outgoing
and fitness-mined college sophomores or juniors with a
minimum 3.0 GPA> Must have reliable transportation  
and be able to work 12-20 hours a week. $10 hour.
E-mail resume, photo and cover letter on the 
following, “What Fitness Means to Me and How I  
Make Fitness a Part of My Life” to 
internships@labrada.com
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Classified
EDITING
Term papers / doctoral theses edited line-by-line for
proper grammar, clairty, form and relevance to the
assignment. Free consultation. $25 an hour. 212/679-4706.
Romy Franklin
212/679-4706
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Hey, Check Out 
Our Propaganda
The most dynamic student organization is always
looking for new recruits. Stop by room 3-290 in the Vertical
Campus. We’re there everyday being dynamic.
By SHANSAN WU
Staff Writer
The Bearcats suffered their fifth doublehead-
er sweep of the year two Saturdays ago, losing
to Keuka College by scores of 19-6 and 6-1.
The losses dropped Baruch’s record to 2-14 for
the season and 1-9 in conference play.
Game one started promisingly enough for the
Bearcats as they rallied to take a 3-2 lead on an
RBI single from designated hitter Ray Mowatt.
But, Baruch starter Thomas Fusaro couldn’t
hold it after an eight-hit, seven-run barrage
from Keuka (6-13, 4-1 CUNYAC) forced him
out of the game in the third. Miscues in the
field were also to blame, with eight Bearcats’
errors accounting for five of the seven runs
given up by Fusaro, and 13 unearned runs total
for the day.
Keuka’s offense, led by slugging left fielder
Dave Pietraszek (3-5, 3 runs scored) and scrap-
py second baseman Adam Butler (3-3, 4 RBIs),
took advantage, leading the charge that over-
whelmed Fusaro (2.1 IP, 8 H, 7 R) and his
relief, pitchers Han Chai (1 IP, 5 R, 4BB) and
Nick Balalis. Balalis finished the game after
being pressed into relief duty long after the out-
come of the game was no longer in doubt.
The game only bright spot for the Bearcats
were Mowatt, who added another RBI hit to his
total in the fifth, and a fifth inning RBI double
from Baruch right fielder Thomas Russo.
In game two, Pietraszek and Butler continued
to lead Keuka’s assault on Bearcats pitching.
Pietraszek added two more hits and three more
RBIs to his day’s total, while Butler added a
pair of doubles to stake their team to a 6-0 lead
in game two heading into the final inning. 
Keuka starter Matt Wood was superior, going
the distance while giving up only one earned
run and two walks.
Bearcats starter Alberto Nieves (5 BB, 2 K)
went the distance as well, but with less success,
surrendering six runs and scattering nine hits
and five walks in the loss.
Baruch’s offense was shut down, with singu-
lar contributions from game one standout
Russo (1-2, BB) and left fielder Dennis
Treulieb (2-2, one run scored). The lone
Bearcat run came in the seventh on an RBI sin-
gle from center fielder John Quadrino.
Upcoming Baruch Bearcats Sports Schedule
Sport When Opponent Where
Men’s Fri.  5/7 @ 2:30 p.m. CUNYAC Early Rounds NTC*
Tennis Sun. 5/8 @ 9 a.m. CUNYAC Final Rounds NTC





ME N ’ S  T E N N I S
By LEO SHVARTSMAN
Staff Writer
There is no stopping the Bearcats.
Undefeated in their first six games of the sea-
son, the Baruch men’s tennis team marched
into Brooklyn College and came out with an 8-
1 match victory – to start the season 7-0.
“From Day One, we were expecting to do
well, especially in the finals, and so far we’re
on the right track,” said Junior Maxim Moliver.
Moliver defeated his opponents in a tiebreak-
er (7-4) after splitting the first two sets (3-6),
(6-0). The rest of singles play included
Christian Wulff’s victory over Eugene Girshtel
(6-1), (6-1), Boris Krant’s victory over Kevin
Allicock (6-3), (6-2), Alex Sokol’s victory over
Fedor Khrapatin (6-3), (6-2) and Witton Ng’s
victory over Kerim Orozaliyev (6-1), (6-0).
Baruch’s Vladimir Goldin lost a close match in
a tiebreaker (7-5) after splitting the first two
sets with Brooklyn’s Alex Surpin (2-6), (6-3).
Down (6-5) in the tiebreaker, Goldin was serv-
ing to tie, but his shot sailed out.
The Bearcats continued to prove that they
were the better team in doubles play, just as
they had in singles – winning each of their
three matches.
B a r u c h ’s Wu l ff and Krant defeated
Brooklyn’s Girshtel and Allicock (8-3). Goldin
and Sokol defeated Surpin and Khrapatin (8-5)
and Johnson and Ng defeated Vapner and
Orozaliyev (8-4).
With just one game remaining in the
Bearcats’ regular season schedule they seem
poised to enter the playoffs strong.
“I’m very proud of all the players, and I’m
enjoying the season very much,” said captain
Goldin. “I think we’re confident going into the
playoffs and hope to win all the titles there.”
By AARON SIEGEL
News Editor
Pitching and defense are the key ingredients
to successful playoff softball.  The Baruch
Bearcats women’s softball team was missing
the latter, and the Hunter Hawks were too much
to handle, in the CUNYAC semifinals on the
campus of the College of Staten Island on April
28.
Hunter executed perfectly on the mound and
made few errors in the field, capitalizing on
four Baruch fielding errors, a lack of playoff
experience and the dominance of pitcher
Joanna Lore’s right arm to set the tone early en
route to a 3-0 win over the third-seeded
Bearcats in their first ever semifinal game. 
Lore, the Hawks top starter, held Baruch to
two hits over seven innings, while striking out
four and sending down the first eight Bearcats
that she faced.  
“I think [Hunter] is a seasoned playoff team.
[Our] girls were nervous and they made four
errors,” said Baruch women’s softball coach
Jose Negroni, noting where Baruch fell short in
the game. “Lore is a great pitcher, and she has
had a great season.  She had great defense
behind her. We hit it at their players and put the
ball in play.”
Baruch starter, Kathy Maher, was almost as
brilliant, yielding six singles and striking out
four while earning only one of the three Hawk
runs.  
The match-up of Lore (14-8) and Maher (6-
3) is the best that could have been asked for in
the CUNYAC playoffs.  Lore led the CUNYAC
during the regular season with a 1.44 ERA;
Maher’s 1.73 was a close second.  Maher (3)
and Lore (2) alternated winning CUNYAC
Pitcher of the Week honors over the season’s
five weeks.
“We knew that Lore was a great pitcher. As
far as playing Hunter—we knew it would be a
close game,” said Maher, on looking forward to
playing Hunter in the semi-finals.  “We knew
there would be butterflies.”
Hunter third baseman, Joanna Quirandongo
(2-for-4 with 2 RBIs), singled to lead off the
first inning, and alertly moved forward two
bases on Hawk second baseman Zurely
Garcia’s groundout and eventually scored on a
single by shortstop Kari Porto.
Baruch was unable to recover, reaching base
only four times (two on hits and two on errors)
and was able to reach no further than second
base.  Maher, along with her teammates, was
lacking the seasoned playoff experience of the
three-time CUNYAC defending champion
Hawks. The Bearcats were tense in the field
and unable to get comfortable.
Quirandongo led off the third inning with a
single and scored on an error following Hawks
catcher Samantha Grabkowitz’s single to give
Hunter their second run.  A single by Garcia,
followed by a pair of errors by Bearcats short-
stop Ally Stamatiades, brought the third run
home.
Hunter (18-15, 10-2 CUNYAC) moves on to
the CUNYAC finals to play the College of
Staten Island Dolphins for the championship on
Friday on the CSI campus.  CSI defeated John
Jay by the same 3-0 score to make the finals.
Hunter currently owns 10 CUNYAC champi-
onships, while CSI owns 9.  
Baruch’s 11-11 mark (8-4 CUNYAC) set a
milestone.  Baruch had split a doubleheader
with Hunter earlier in the season losing 10-3
and winning 8-0.
“This is something we could really build
upon.  We had a really good season,” said
Negroni.  “I am looking forward to starting
next season right now. We know that we can
compete at this level.  We are a young team,
and we have our entire team returning next
year, so we have a lot to look forward to.”
“Think about have far we have come in a
year…You can’t grow from fifth to first in one
year,” said Maher, noting the team’s fifth place
finish during the 2003 season.  “It takes a while
to improve.”
Hawks coach Betsy Hipple had nothing but
praise for the Bearcats.  Said Hipple, “I think
this year they played quality softball, and I
thank them for getting stronger and helping the
conference get stronger.”
Hawks End Bearcats Playoff 
Run in  3-0 Shutout
ME N ’ S  B A S E B A LL
W O M E N ’ S  S O F T B A L L
Tennis Team Stays Perfect at 7-0 
With Win Over Brooklyn College 
Baruch first baseman/ relief pitcher Nick Balalis in action against Keuka College last
Saturday. Baruch lost the game 19-6.  (Photo/ Shan-san Wu)
Second baseman Nathalie Laureano at the plate for Baruch.  (Photo/ Aaron Siegel)
Bearcats Lose Two to Keuka,
Drop to 2-14
ME N ’ S  BA S E B A LL Baruch Sports Briefs
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Kathy Maher’s Bearcat Profile
In Part I of The Ticker Sports’ profile with
Kathy Maher (covered in last week’s issue 9 of
The Ticker), Baruch’s softball pitching ace
talked about her competitive demeanor during
a game, the origin of her jersey number 20, and
how she first got involved in sports.  Part II will
move into Kathy discussing the origin of some
of the cheers heard during a softball game, and
how she manages to juggle her very rigorous
schedule of school, softball and work.  The
CUNY Honors College Student will also talk
about how she ended up coming to Baruch, her
thoughts about the team’s chances for the play -
offs and how she relishes being designated the
team’s franchise player.
Ticker Sports: The cheers the players chant
when the team is batting are very noticeable
during softball games.  Can you talk about
some of the cheers that you do?    
Kathy Maher: (laughs) A lot of people that
have never been to a softball game, that’s like
the first thing they comment on.  “Wow, it’s
really loud and really rowdy.”  That’s just the
way softball is.  Ever since, I was little … we
would cheer for absolutely everything you
could possibly think of.  If people had enough
energy, they wouldn’t be quiet for the whole
game.  And even if the other team makes an
error or if they huddle on the mound, there is a
cheer for absolutely everything. (laughs)
TS: Like there is the foul ball cheer.  How does
it go again?  
KM: Yeah.  The ‘Holy Cow’ one? (laughs) 
TS: Yeah. Holy Cow! 
TS and K M : It went foul.  Move it over.
(laughs)  
KM: Move it over. Yeah, that’s actually funny
because we got that from Florida.  I learned that
during high school in Florida because we
always used to go to play for a week or so.  The
cheers differ from here.  To hear something that
funny, I got such a kick out of it.  And one day,
I said it and everyone was looking at me and
was just like, “Wow!  That’s really funny.”  So
it just kind of stuck.  It’s kind of like just a
funny thing now. There’s a cheer for every-
thing.    
TS: Yeah.
KM: It just makes the game that much more
intense.  If we are winning by a lot, people will
still say something.  But in the games that are
very close, it’s like who can scream the loud-
est?  
TS: Right. 
KM:  It will pump the team up if everyone is
screaming.  If you are in the batter box and you
hear your name, or if I am on the mound and I
hear something, I’m sure it doesn’t have the
biggest impact but it’s always good to hear peo-
ple cheering for you.       
TS: What do you hope to accomplish while you
are here at Baruch?
KM: Well academically, I just really want to
graduate at the top of my class.  I was at the top
of my class in high school.
TS: How are you doing so far?
KM: Good.  My G.P.A. is a 3.93 right now.
TS: Wow.
KM: It’s really important to me.  It may sound
a little psychotic, but to always get As.  
TS: No, that’s great!
KM: It’s just extremely hard during softball
season.  It’s much easier in the fall when you
have time to go home and study. We’re always
practicing and we always have games.  On the
weekends when you think you would get your
work done, you have four games - two on
Saturday and two on Sunday.  So it’s really
hard.  But my school work is very important to
me.  So I don’t want to do just good.  Like I
said, I am very competitive.  I always want to
be on top.     
TS: It’s interesting you say that with softball it
can conflict with your studies.  How do you
manage your schedule?  How do you compen-
sate for any time loss needed for school work?
KM: A lot of late nights.  (laughs)
TS: Is lack of sleep an issue?
KM: Yeah.  I go to school Monday through
Thursday.  I work on Monday and Tuesday
nights.  
TS: What do you do for work?
KM: I am a waitress in a restaurant.  
TS: Nearby where you live?
KM: Yeah, an Italian pizzeria restaurant.  So I
do that two nights a week.  And then we usual-
ly have practice on Wednesdays and Thursdays
and games throughout the weekend.  I don’t
have to be in [class] until 2:00 [p.m.] on
Mondays and Wednesdays, so in the mornings
I will get up early to catch up on work and read-
ing and stuff like that.  So it’s doable.
Especially with the Honors College, we have to
attend certain seminars and current events stuff.
Sometimes it gets really stressful, you feel like
you have a million things to do and not enough
hours in a day.  But you can get it done.               
TS: How did you decide on coming to Baruch
in the first place as opposed to going to other
schools?
KM: Well, when I was deciding where I want-
ed to go in high school, at first I wanted to go
away.  I was dead set on going away.
TS: Right.
KM: And then, I don’t know.  I decided that I
thought it would be better to stay home.  I have
a very close family and a lot of my friends did
end up staying home.  Not that they ended up
coming here [to Baruch], but they went to
Brooklyn College and they were going to be
close.  So once I decided to stay home, it was
Baruch, Hunter, or NYU.  I applied to NYU’s
business school, but I didn’t get in at the last
minute.            
TS: So it was that hard to get into NYU?
KM: Well, it was kind of like they hung onto
me till the end, and then the absolute last day
you get rejected.       
TS: That’s too bad.
KM: Then the [NYU] softball coach called me
afterwards and she said the average SAT score
of the incoming class was 1340.  So that’s the
business school at NYU.  There’s nothing you
can do about it.
TS: Right.
KM: So then there was that or St. Francis.  But
within the CUNY system, both Jose [Negroni],
the coach from Baruch, and the Hunter coach
kept coming to my games.  I really didn’t like
Hunter that much, and all of a sudden, the
Hunter coach was making it seem that Hunter
was the much better place to be.  But at that
time, I wanted to major in actuarial sciences
and Baruch is the only CUNY that offers that.
So that kind of made my decision a little bit
easier.  I am definitely glad I came here.  I have
met so many people.  The softball team is great.  
TS: Yeah.
KM: So I am really happy.
T S: By comparing the facilities between
Baruch and Hunter, it is better here than there,
especially now with the Vertical Campus.
KM: Yeah definitely!  I lucked out.
TS: Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
KM: Well in 10 years, that would make me 29.
Well in 10 years, I hope to marry, have kids,
and be a successful part of the business world.  
TS: Do you want to stay here in New York for
your career?
KM: Yeah, I definitely want to stay in New
York at the present moment.  I don’t know if I
would live in Marine Park, but I definitely
would want to stay within the five boroughs.  I
wouldn’t want to live in the city.  I want to
work in the city and commute.  I don’t really
like the loud, congested city streets.  I’m more
of the, I guess, suburban type person.      
TS: Right.  
KM: But I really don’t know if I would move
to Long Island.  I like the suburban areas of the
city. There are areas in Brooklyn and Queens.  
TS:  So how do you expect to do in the play-
offs?  How did you do last year?
KM: We actually lost in the first round of the
playoffs last year because we were stuck in the
middle.  So we ended up playing CSI, and CSI
was in fourth and we were in fifth.          
TS: CSI always seems to have good teams.
KM: Yeah, well they came in fourth last year.
But I think they should have been higher up.
John Jay or Lehman should have been fourth
and we would probably have had a better game.    
TS: Right.
KM: So we lost in the first round.  It was kind
of disappointing, but we have to look at it like
as if we are taking baby steps.  A couple of
years ago, we weren’t even able to compete.
When my class came in, my class of freshmen,
it was like the first year [the coaching staff]
really got some good talented girls.   
TS: Yeah.
KM: So they weren’t even able to compete
[before us].  And when my freshmen year came
in, we were able to compete with these teams.
We would lose, but we were able to compete.
Now this year, as a sophomore, we got some
good freshmen in.  We have Ally [Stamatiades].
Now we are splitting [doubleheaders] with
teams.  That proves we can beat anybody.
TS: Right.
KM: I really think we will be able to do very
well in the playoffs.  Our coach calls our team
‘Dr. Jeckyl and Mr. Hyde,’ like who is going to
show up?  Like in that first [Lehman] game you
came to, there were a lot of missed balls.  And
then in the second game, nobody made a mis-
take.       
TS: Yes.  You made a lot of nice plays in the
second Lehman game
KM: So it’s kind of like who is going to show
up?  As long as everyone focuses and concen-
trates we should do fine.  Even next year, it’s
like another step we were from splitting.  Next
year, we should be able to beat everyone with-
out a problem because we have a very young
team.  Nobody is graduating this year. Yeah, so
we expect to go far.
TS: Coach Negroni playfully tags you as the
franchise player. You are that important to the
team because you are one of the pitchers.  It’s
great that Ally is stepping up to the plate.
KM: She definitely is.  It took her a while to
adjust, but now she is getting there.  
TS: But then do you feel any pressure on your-
self as being designated one of the more impor-
tant players on the team?
KM: Not really because, I don’t know.  I have
always been the pitcher and I have always had
that pressure on me.  I always know that.  I
mean if you have a bad day, there’s no way a
pitcher can have a bad day and it will be a fine
game. 
TS: Right.
KM: Especially if you are in a very competi-
tive game.  To my advantage though, my high
school team was very good.  We made it to the
city championship my junior year. We were
always No. 1 in our division.  So I’ve always
had that pressure on me as a pitcher.  I think I
am one of the few people on the team that know
how to play in those pressure situations.  I like
that.  I don’t like playing Brooklyn College or
York College when you know you are going to
strike out 15 batters and not have any competi-
tion 
TS: Sure.
KM: I much rather play CSI where you have to
worry about your pitches and you have to
worry about what everybody else is doing.  So
it’s kind of like, yes sometimes, you have to get
on them.  You just hope to have your control.
Before every single game, I always have but-
terflies in my stomach.  That will never ever,
ever, ever leave.  I guess I like that.  I like that
attention.  I like knowing people are relying on
me, and if I could pull the team through it that
would make it that much better.
TS: Well Kathy, thank you very much for tak-
ing some time out of your busy schedule for
The Ticker.
KM: Thank you so much for the interview.
Pitching ace on the Baruch women’s
softball team: Kathy Maher. (Photo/ Aaron
Siegel)
WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
( 11 - 11 Overall, 8-4 CUNYA C )
4/25 - Rutgers-Newark Sweeps Baruch in
Sunday Doubleheader
Rutgers-Newark swept Baruch in a non-con-
ference doubleheader played at the College of
Staten Island.
Ashley Wo o d r u ff led the way for the visitors
going 2-for-4 with two triples, three RBIs, and
two runs scored, while Shemije Mehmedi added
a hit, RBI, and a run scored in the game one win.
Baruch's Nicole Errico and Seryi Betancourt
each batted 1-for-3 with one run scored. Kathy
Maher pitched the first three innings allowing
only one run, three hits and two strikeouts.
In the second game, Ashley Heaney pitched a
two-hitter for the visitors allowing only a hit to
Leidy Nunez and Ally Stamatiades in the 9-0
s h u t o u t .
Mehmedi was one of the offensive stars again
for Rutgers-Newark batting 3-for-3 with a dou-
ble and two runs scored.
Baruch's record dropped to 10-10 overall
while Rutgers-Newark improved to 15-22.
MEN’S BASEBALL
(2-16 Overall, 1-11 CUNYA C )
4/25 - Staten Island Takes Two From Baruch
in Conference Doubleheader
The College of Staten Island swept a double-
header from Baruch to improve to 8-2 in con-
ference play.
Staten Island scored six runs in the third inning
to take game one by the score of 9-5. Eight of
their nine batters recorded at least one hit.
Tristan Cetto pitched the complete game
allowing only one walk in the loss for Baruch,
while Thomas Russo batted 2-for-3 with a dou-
ble, sacrifice fly, and three RBIs. Four of the
five hits by Baruch were doubles.
In game two, Baruch set a school record by
scoring five runs on five wild pitches, but it was
not enough to offset a strong offense by Staten
Island that won 16-8.
Baruch scored six runs in the fifth inning and
got as close as a 10-8 score before CSI scored
five insurance runs late to clinch the victory.
Russo was the top player again offensively for
the Bearcats going 2-for-3 with a hit-by-pitch,
triple, and three RBIs.
4/27 - Baruch Offense Explodes for 21 Runs
in Rout of  Maritime 
The Baruch baseball team defeated SUNY-
Maritime by the score of 21-12 in a non-confer-
ence game played last Tuesday afternoon in
Throgs Neck, New Yo r k .
The Bearcats recorded a season-high 15-hits
and led at one point by the score of 20-5.
The victory was truly a team effort as Paul
Alfano (3-for-5, four RBIs), Arby Gega (two
hits, three RBIs), Angelo Manniello (two hits,
three RBIs), and Alberto Nieves (two hits, two
RBIs) all put together strong performances at
the place.
Thomas Fusaro, who scored three runs in the
game, hit his first-ever collegiate home run in
the second inning.
Ray Mowatt also took one for the team after
being hit by a pitch an incredible four times in
the game. According to associate baseball coach
Burt Beagle, the number is likely a school
record and research will be conducted to see if it
is an NCAA r e c o r d .
The win improved Baruch's overall record to
3 - 1 6 .
MEN’S T E N N I S
C U N YAC Rookie of the Week- Boris Krant
Boris Krant was named the Men’s Te n n i s
Rookie of the Week. The freshman, playing at
No. 2 singles and No. 1 doubles, won all four of
his matches last week. The Brooklyn Tech grad-
uate defeated Craigon Campbell (York) 6-0, 6-0
and Kevin Allicock (Brooklyn) 6-3, 6-2 in sin-
gles matches.
The Manhattan native then won his two dou-
bles matches with teammate Christian Wu l ff .
Krant was previously named CUNYA C
Rookie of the Week on Monday, March 29.
*All the information in “Baruch Sport s
Briefs” is provided by Baruch Sport s
Information and the Baruch College
I n t e rcollegiate Athletics website.
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W O M E N ’ S  S O F T B A L L
Bearcats Crush Cardinals
in Five; Move on to Semis
By AARON SIEGEL
News Editor
Last season the Baruch women’s softball
team was one player away from advancing past
the CUNYAC quarterfinals.  This season, Ally
Stamatiades was that one player, and her
impact single-handedly carried the Bearcats to
the CUNYAC semifinals with a dominant per-
formance with the bat and the arm, in a 10-2
defeat of the York College Cardinals 4-11 (4-7
CUNYAC) in five innings with the help of the
mercy rule at Cunningham Park in Queens on
April 27.  
Baruch 11-10 (8-4 CUNYAC) advanced to
the semifinals for the first time and will face
the three-time CUNYAC defending champion
Hunter Hawks who defeated the Medgar Evers
Cougars 10-1 earlier in the day.
“It is only fitting that if we want to advance,
we beat the three-time defending champion
[Hunter] Hawks,” said women’s softball head
coach Jose Negroni.  “The team that will make
the least amount of errors and play tight
defense will win.  It can easily be a 2-1 or 1-0
game.”
Stamatiades pitched a five-hitter, hurling nine
strikeouts on the mound as well as going three-
for-three at the plate, hitting a home run, a dou-
ble and driving home five (four in the opening
two innings).
“Ally was learning how college is.  It is a
huge adjustment,” said Negroni, noting that the
pitchers mound is 40 feet from the plate in high
school while it’s 43 in college.  “We had no
doubt she was a star on offense.”
“It was there,” said Stamatiades on her power
pitching.  “I felt good and comfortable on the
mound.  It felt great.”
Stamatiades combined with shortstop Rose
Tejada and third baseman Alexis Burnett for
eight of the Bearcats’ 11 hits.
After relinquishing a single run to the Cards
in the first inning, Stamatiades belted a two-run
home run over York left fielder A n n a b e l
Aumuller to give Baruch a 2-1 lead at the end
of one.
The Bearcats poured it on in the second, after
relinquishing the lead again on a single by
Katrina Goodlet, driving in Latonia Dallhouse
to knot the score at two.  York hurler StacyAnn
Stewart (two strikeouts) walked the first two
Baruch batters in the inning (seven in the
game), setting up Tejada for a game deciding
two-run double, a Burnett RBI single and a
two-base hit by Stamatiades opening the flood-
gates and giving Baruch a 7-2 lead.
“She wasn’t very dominant,” said
Stamatiades, on Stewart’s pitching.  “If you can
keep your eye on it—you can hit it.”
York’s infield experienced spells of poor
communication in the second inning, which
helped Baruch to the five spot.  Stewart’s slow
pitching combined with streaks of wildness
allowed the Baruch batters to walk early in the
inning and force her into many deep counts.
Aumuller was the only bright spot for York,
going 2-for-2 with an RBI.  
Not to be overlooked, Tejada (three-for-four
with two RBIs and two runs scored) and third
baseman Burnett (two-for-four with a run
scored and two RBIs) delivered a one-two
punch atop the batting order, setting the table
for Stamatiades.  
“Our batters are well disciplined and they
take the next base.  We have to be aggressive
on the bases and patient at the plate,” said
Negroni.
Baruch capitalized on the York gaffes with
fast, smart and aggressive base running and
was fundamentally solid in the field.  In the
third, a Maher jumping catch in right followed
by a strong throw home, short-circuited York’s
final rally.
The Baruch softball team had to wait a day
due to the rain, and the game, originally to be
played at Baruch’s Manhattan stomping
grounds at East River Park, was moved to
Queens’ Cunningham Park.  
In their previous meeting, Baruch had defeat-
ed York 16-1.
Baruch added one run in each of the remain-
ing three innings.  Wrecking havoc on the base
paths, center fielder Seryi Betancourt (two
runs) caught the York infield off-guard, scoring
on a Leidy Nunez (one RBI) bunt with the help
of deceptive base running by catcher Jessica
Terrusa (1-for-2 1 run) in the third.
Stamatiades doubled home right fielder Kathy
Maher (two runs) in the fourth.  A Burnett RBI
single-scoring pinch runner Diana-Marie
Henry in the fifth invoked the mercy rule.   
Star of the game for Baruch with the bat (5 RBIs) and with the arm (9 strikeouts): Ally
Stamatiades.  (Photo/ Aaron Siegel)
Calling All Bearcat Fans!
Come Out to Support Baruch During the Te n n i s
P l a y o ff s :
May 7- 2:30 p.m.   
May 8-  9:00 a.m.
@ the Nat ional  Tennis  Center in  Flushing 
F o r complete playoff information, visit: 
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/athletics
M E N ’ S  B AS E B AL L
By SHANSAN WU
Staff Writer
The Baruch men’s baseball team ended a
four-game losing streak with a win over SUNY
Maritime Thursday night.
For once, the Bearcats were clutch.
Down 1-0 early, Baruch rallied, scoring four
times in the second and third innings thanks to
hits from third baseman Paul Alfano (3-4, 3
runs scored), second baseman Alberto Nieves,
and a key two-out double from center Arby
Gega (2-4, 3 RBIs) that extended the Bearcat
lead to 4-1.
Maritime, in the midst of a disappointing sea-
son of its own, came back, scratching out three
runs on four walks and a two-base fielding
error by Baruch right fielder Thomas Russo in
the fourth. Maritime slugged home another run
on a long extra base hit from Maritime center
Rhett Rockefeller the next inning in what was
looking like another long day for Bearcats
pitching.
But this time, Baruch’s bullpen was up to the
challenge. Led by relief pitchers Ricardo
Estrada and Tristan Cetto, the Bearcat relief
corps picked up after a workman-like perfor-
mance from starter Mike Etikin (4.1 IP, 4H, 5R,
6BB, 4K) and pitched Baruch out of numerous
jams, punching out Maritime hitters with run-
ners in scoring position and keeping their bat-
ters within striking distance of the lead.
In the bottom of the fifth, the Bearcats retook
it.
“I was definitely seeing the ball well tonight,”
said Baruch third baseman Alfano. “I’ve been
working in the batting cage trying to go the
other way with the ball. Overall we were trying
to be more aggressive at the plate.”
That approach paid off, as Baruch’s key hit-
ters, Alfano, Gega and first baseman Nick
Balalis, combined for seven hits, six runs and
four RBIs. 
The Bearcats were aggressive on the base
paths, as well. Down 5-6 in the fifth, Baruch
first baseman Nick Balalis, who has been an
offensive force for the Bearcats all season,
scored from first on a long double from Alfano
by knocking the ball out of the Maritime catch-
er’s hand. With the score now tied, Gega drove
home Alfano from second with his second
clutch hit of the night, a shot down the third
base line just out of reach of Maritime third
baseman Garry Browne.
“After our tough loss last game, [33-1 to N.J.
University] we all talked about how we wanted
to just run everything out and play hard,” said
Alfano.
Alfano came up big again the next inning, dri-
ving home what turned out to be a critical
insurance run in the sixth with a single to left. 
Two Maritime runs in the top of the seventh
cut Baruch’s lead to 8-7. But a relatively quiet
eighth and a one-two-three ninth from Baruch
s t a r t e r-turned-closer Tristan Cetto sealed
Baruch’s second win of the season against 12
losses. Maritime’s record fell to 3-14 with the
defeat.
Baruch catcher Arby Gega doubling to center field in the men's baseball team's game
against SUNY Maritime on 4/22. The Bearcats won 8-7.  (Photo/ Shan-san Wu)
Bearcats End Four Game Losing
Streak With Win Over Maritime
“Ally was learning how
college is.  It is a huge
a d j u s t m e n t , ” s a i d
N e g roni. “We had no
doubt she was a star on
offense.”
Baruch Hosts H.D.S.A. NYC Hoop-A-Thon Charity Event
BARUCH COLLEGE, NY - Baruch’s gymna-
sium played host to a special event  Saturday
afternoon as part of a charity effort to help
raise money to fight Huntington’s Disease.
The Hoop-A-Thon was a free throw basket-
ball event to benefit the Huntington's Disease
Society of America. It brought together people
of all ages to have fun and raise money to help
find a cure for Huntington's Disease.
Individuals who pledged money or helped
raise money for the event stood at the foul line
and shot free throws for five minutes, trying to
sink as many baskets as they could in that time.
Special giveaways and prizes will be distrib-
uted to the participants and winners.
The event took place in the gym on Saturday
from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., and everyone was
welcome to participate and donate. 
Participants were encouraged to individually
raise as much money as they could to be spon-
sored to compete in the charity event.
The top individual fundraisers from among
various national Hoop-A-Thon events taking
place throughout the country will be eligible
for major prizes which include a round-trip
coach airfare and accomodations for two to Los
Angeles and a walk-on role in the hit ABC
series sitcom “8 Simple Rules for Dating My
Teenage Daughter.” 
